Lord George Murray and the Battle of Falkirk

criticized by O’Sullivan and Sir John MacDonald for stopping

the Highlanders from pursuing and completely destroying the
routed royal army. This one letter to his wife explains volumes; not
only about the reason for not doing so but about the character of Lord
George Murray as well.

Following the Battle of Falkirk, Lord George was strongly

The letter also refers to the tragic loss of Colonel Angus Og
Macdonell, Glengarry’s son, who was killed by an errant bullet, fired
through an upstairs window, from a soldier who was cleaning his
gun.

When & have a moment of time & can never employ it

50 agrecably to myself as writing to my “Dear ~Sfriond

Ve hear from Edinburgh by severals come from it this
day Uhat our cnemics arc i the grodlest confusion, and
quarclling amongst themselves, holding court martials o try their
dfficers to throw the blame off the commanders. ..

A moast unfortundte accident happened here two days afler
the action, Golonel Angus CMavdonel] Glengarry s son,
who was @ modest, brave, and advisable lad was mortally
wounded by an accidental shol of @ miserable fellow of
Clanranald (Regiment out of a window wpon the streel, of
which he died this day, vasily regrelted. S is more of a loss lo
us than all we suffered at the bittle

The accounts sent (o [rance put me quite out of
countenance. My name 18 almost in every pariqraph.
The Fremch Minister and the [rish officers make
Gue French complimments.

One thing [ can say: [here was not & moment
losg. No time 1o consultation, but the disposition

made withoul hesitation, and the a(tack in the same



manner. 10 (el the (ruth [ had Ligtle assistance, fbr
the ime would not allow (. [ can say another (hing
that since [ jorned [ never disobliged any person
excepty by (elling my mind (oo frankly and
Sometimes with some warmih, bui (hat only when
the service required 1. [ believe my gpinion was
mostly found right in the long run, and always
gpproved of by the officers thay are regarded snd of
the masy weight. . ..

I [ be in love with Lifé 7¢ is only owing (o my love
of my dear Amile, and nothing else. Otherways [
should not wish (o swvive a deféat. Adieu. My
blessing (o your young Lok

After reading over my letter [m displeased o
bave said so much upon my own swbject, and [ would
hbave burnt i1f bui hLad nol (zme (o wrile another.

Forewel



