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% HILE the Drinkers, as well as
<=y Venders of Spirituous Liquors, are
ftruggling under the preflure of the
> Aét ;- and many are forming
5 Schemes for their relief, in hopes

% the Parliament will take their Cafe
into farther confideration the next
2 feflion: it may not be amifs to take
a view of the feveral methods hi-
therto propofed; in doing which I
fhall remark the conveniencies or inconveniencies of each ;
and afterwards propofe an expedient of my own, where-
in I fhall have a particular regard to fome of the inferior
clafles of Retailers, whofe Cafe has been almoft wholly
neglefted by the Schemifts, and yet feems to deferve the
compaflion and indulgence of the Legiflature as much as,
if not more than any of the reft. - - . |
The methods hitherto propofed have been adapted by
the feveral Writers according to the caufes, to which oui
of intereft, prejudice, or real concern for the welfare of
the fubjeét, they have attributed the evil arifing from the
abufe of home diftilled Liquors : which caufes are chiefly
three, viz. the nature of the Liquor, the number of Re-
tailers, and the cheapnefs of the Liquors. - - ..
Moft of thofe who afcribe the evil to the firfl caufe, con-
fider Geneva, as a far more pernicious, inflaming, and at
the fame time bewirching Spirit than any other, and are
for that reafon for deftroying the wwhole Diftillery at once.
But their notion of the qualities of this Liquor is as-idle
as their Remedy is wicked and cruel; for there is nothing
in the compofition of Gin, which makes it more hurtful
than French Brandy ; and as for its inticing quality, ei-
ther Brandy or Rum muft be vaitly more agreeable to the
palates of the generality of people. Thele Virtuoli judge
of the Liquor by the effet it has when drank to exceis.
‘But would not Brandy, Rum, and efpecially Arrack; be
attended with as bad confequences if drank to excefs jn
the fame manner ? o . 3 |
But fuppofing Gin was altogether as bad as they repre-
fent it, what a monftrous remedy wounld they piopofe !
"To ruin 100,000 families at once, is a work only becom-
ing Tartars and Savages, who have no fentimenis of hu-
manity, compaffion or mercy. NEro himfelf, who wifh.
ed the Romans had but one head, that he migh¢ cut it
off at a ftroke, could fcarce think of a more cruel expedi-
ent. What defolation and confufion would be introduced
in the nation, were the power in fuch arbitrary hands ¢

Men who never make other people’s cafe their own, are
ever ready to impofe hardthips which they do not feel
themfelves; or to fupprefs any publick bufinefs which they
have no intereft in fupporting, -however detrifaental or
deftrultive to others. An Ulurer or Lawyer crys, Dowz
cwith the Difdillery, the bane of the nation ; nor minds
what the Diftillers fay in their own behalfe But was there
an attempt made for fupprefling atonce Ulury or the Mal-
praflice of the Law, thofe notorious banes of the nation,who
would be more forward to vindicateand {fupport them than
thofe very Ufurers and Lawyers ? theevils might encreale
till the whole nation was ruined, before they would once
open their mouths to fuppre’s them. Vi

'h‘..,

v iich fhcws the
true motive of fuch men’s zeal againft any vice or evil,
is not any real view to the public good, but fome parti-
cular intereft, caprice or difguit. And why otherwife
fhould they have the health of the dregs of the people
more at Lieart, than the healthof one part of the middling
{ort of people, and the livelihood of another part.

This Remedy therefore, on account of its extreme vio-
lence, *has beenjuitly condemned by all honeft men, who
are moit averfe to Spirituous Liquors 3 and can never pol-
fibly be eftablifh’d by Law, fo lorg as any other expedi-
ent can be thought of. | .

Thofe who attribute the evil to the number of Retalers,
propofe the making a confiderable redultion of them j
which théy would effelt, either by limiting Retatlers to
certain clafles, or elfe by limiting the number of Retailers
in every clafs. o o | |

Of thofe who are for “limiting the clafles of Retailers,
fome would confine the felling of *Spirituoits Liquors to
Diltillers : others are for allowing all thofe who deal in
Spirituous Liquors only, and cxcluding thofe who fcll any

thisg befides. o
~ Ifthe firlt of thele methods was to tak® place, theill
confequence would be little inferior to that which would
follow from the fuppreflion of the whole Diitillery.

very popular, but idie ,obj#tion.

The greater number of Retitlers would be facrificed to
the intereft of a few, which would only enrich the Dui-
tillers without remedying the evil; nay, a greater evil
would probably enfue, by fetting {0 wany thoufind fami-
lies adrift, which muft ncceflarily encreafe the number of
our Beggars, Highwaymen, and Street Robbers, an cvil
equal to that of the Gin already. Should the Dittil.
lers, efpecially after propagating Retailers as much as they
have done, defire any thing.fo barbarous and inhumane,
they would juftly delerve no favour themfelves from the
chiﬂaturc. v , T L -' .
The lat method, which is'by far the milder of the
two, would yet ruin a world of people, and what 1s fiill
worfe, - would bring the punithmeat alinoit wholly on the
innocent. For ’tis well known that feveral thoufand fa-
railies, many of them -very numerous, fublitt by keeping
Coffee-houlfes, and Chandlers fhops ; which requiring nei-
ther snuch money nor experience to fet up, afford an eafy
means of relief to indigent people, who being reduced el-
ther by infirmities or misfortunes, or elfe bred to no trade,
are unable to get their livelihood any other way: and
therefore fuch forts of bufinefs ought to be encouraged.
But the great. increafe of them making it difficult to live,
they are conftrained to have recourfe to the felling of Spi-
ritnous Liquors alfo, in order to help out; and afer all,
their whole gain fcarce fuflices to keep the majority of
them from flarving. : . L i e
. However that be, it is certaian the firit fort of bufinefs
is {o great.a check on the latter, ,that one hardly ever fees
any of thote houfes or thops frequented by loofe and dif-
oruerly people, fuch as are indeed too often found in the
inferior Gin-fhops and Ale houfes, to which the evilis
principally and almoft folcly owing : the fight of tuch per-

fons would drive away cuftomers, and ruin their other

trade : nor doeg ever perhaps a foldier fet his foot within
their doors ; excepting the foldier, who to the great dif-
trels and often breaking of reany, is quartered on them.
It:is evident therefore, that thefe 2 clafles of Retailers
contribute but little to the evil in comparifon of the relt;
and confequently deferve molt indulgence, tho' they have
commonly been treated with lealt of -all, for the very
reafon why they aught to be treated better. .. . .

-

"I'is truc, there lies a particular objettion againft Chand- §
lers {clling diftilled Liquor€: naincly, .thav their- fhops

give {ervant maids an opportunity of tippling, which isa
_ dle For fuppofing (far
from granting) that all {ervant maids were Gin-drinkers,
is there no way of reftraining them but by fending fo
many thouland families a begging ? can’t their mafters or
miltrefles fend them immediately to the bakers, cheele-
mongers, grocers, &c. for what they want? No, fays an

Objector, that- would be.very inconvenient: Chandlers

{hops are ufeful ; and if we_fend our fervants to other pli-

ces for what we want, they will, if thiey be foud of drams,

call in at a Gin-fhop by the svay.  But would they notdo

the farae in cale the Chandless feld none? whofe fhops

they would for that very reafon abindon. So that the
evil would not be remedied much, if at all, by prohibit-
i{)g Chandlers to {cll it; and the hardfhip would be {o
much the greater, fince they do-not live {fo much by thofe
whq keep fervants, as thofe who keep none. It may be

truély faid, that faiice une in-2o-who buy things ot the

Chandlers keep lervants. Noiw can any thing be more ex-
travagantly unreafonable than to ruin zo families, that
the {ervant maid or maids of one, might have no oppor-
tunity of coming ata Dram. Butindeced the cafe would
be quite otherwile, for if the greater part of the Chandlers
{hops were down, houfe-keepers would lole the conveni-
ency wichout getting . rid of the inconveniency, fo long
as Drams were to be had elfewhere. ,
The confequences” of limiting the number of Retailers
in every clafs, may be better or worfe than thofe of li-
miting the clafles themfelves, ac¢cording as the duty lard
on Licences, which is the' means propofed for limiting
them, is more or lefs ; if the duty be’ very great, it may
amount to a total prohibition.” In what better condition

are Inn-keepers and Viétnalers, by being entitled to thel® Agalr . .
. y ey’ cannot purc ‘far the reafons already given,-and the. father fince a fmald

benefis of Licences which they cannat purchafe, than
Chandlers who feem to bé wholly excluded from felling
by retail ? and fuppofing the duty much more moderate,
numbers would be ruinéd who ftand moft in need-of fup-
port; while this method tends only to enrich the reft,
without remedying the evil in any tolerable degree.” For
were 2¢thirds of the Retailers fhops down, the (in-bib-
bers would find enough left for their purpofe ftill. How

cager are they at prelent to find out the fhops which ven-

reet Jouina
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ture to fell Drams ? not caring how far they go for it, {0

they can mcet with any at laft. o
And after all, pzrhaps it is not the number of Retailers,

which makes the evil abound 3 the greatelt mifchief théy
do is to hurt onc another. Put Gin but out of the com-
mon pcopls's reach, and every houfe may be fuficred to
have a Gin-fhop. L .
But weve there a real neceflity for reducing their nunt-
ber, methinks it ought to be done by degrees; and that
not by fupprefling any of the prefent Retailers, who do
not keep diforderly houfes, but-rather by hindering the
farther increafe ol them 3 and having limited the numbee
of houfes that were to be licenced, to fupprefs them as
fait as the prefent occupants deceafed, who had not chil-
dren to fucceed them in the bufinefs. o ]
. ‘I'he laft caule afligned for the cvil complained of, is
the cheapnels of home diftilled Liquors; ard thofe who
afcribe tt rather to this than either of "the other 2 caufcs.
are indifputably in the right : but like the ret, they are
divided about the naturc of the Remedy, fome being for
a violent, others a mild one. I
~ Thofe who are forapplying extreme Remediés, are for
layin: an exorbitant duty on diftilled Liquors in general
that are remiled. Some have propofed no lecls than 40
or 50 fhillings a gallon; which is in cffect.-to prohibit un-
der colour of fuffering them, and to {upprels the ufe ra-
ther than the abufe of them., ! ‘
On the other hand, thofe who are for moderate me<
thods, and have a tendernefs for the Retailers, as well a#
the welfare of the common people at heart, propofe only.
laying fuch a duty on all home diftilled Liquors, as might
raife the price of them to that of foreign Biandy and Rum;,
the dearncfs of which, was ever a bar againit the abufs
of them, as experience fhews, and all agree. - *
.Thus a flop will be put -to the-evil, at lealt in 2 great
degree (which is all that need be done) without doing any
mitchief : the Scller will have a liberty of  retailing his
Liquors #ill ; and the: vulgar; on-whofe account the- A&
was made, of buying Drams -wicthout much-danger of
debiuching themfelves: becaufe as much money will go
for one dram then as for feveral before 5 and his ftock will .
be out before he can get himfclf half {eac-overy as they
call it. *I'is true, the Seller- may -mix his Liquors with
water, in order to fell them cheaper ; but {lill the Buyer
will have ro more Spirits for his.mnoney than he had bew«
fore ; befides, the effefts of the quantity will be weaken-
ed, both by the mixture, and being takon ac -z different
times ; {o that fuch an evafion of the At would do more
good than hart. &+ - -~ - = - 0 o0 T
. Here then the Remedy would be effeftual, and yet
not violent. No onc would have caufe to complain more

than another ; all wouid have an equal chance of getting

their living - -thicadvantage and. diladvantage would - bé

'pfétty equally diltributed amongft them ;- the innoceat

would {uifer no more than the guilty, and:-for the future
would meet with fupport, while the latter would by de-
grees be fupprefled. = -+ 0+ o it
. It may ftill be faid-by fome, that this 1s a violent me<
thod, as it lays a reftraint both on tie Seller and Buyer.::

Bat it muft be coafidered, that a defperate difeafe -ought

to be cured by fome means, and this is the mildeit Reme=
dy that.can pofiibly be thonght ofi. ‘The Diftillers muik .
. exXpe of deftroying the hecalths.of
the people, becaufe to be deprived of i_]: will affeft cheip
intereft. Thcy ought to be content with being.put ot
a foot with the Sellers of Foreign Brandygand Runr;.and-
confider that fome of the inferior clafles of Rgtailers, wha
are lefs able to bear it,. will be the grcatgﬂ; ufferers. = ..

On the other -hand, others think:this Remedy would
not be effeftual enough. » Even fome wha have propofed
it as an effe€tual Remedy, are yet for. laying a fmall duty{

on Licences, in.order to leflen-the.numbey of Retaileis,
tho® without any. neceflity by thelr own.account,- Sa lita
tle regard. molt people:-fhew for the poor; who-have never:

‘experienped: themliclves.the mifery of bcmg reduced, with

their families, towant; . . - g o
But [ am againft leflening the -number of the Retailera

-, - ‘

dutyon Licénces will do it5 for this (hews how nesr thofe-

people are already’to farving,cwho fhoild -beideprived of®
a livelihoad {o eafily :. and thersefore I think fuch gughtto:
be treated.with.indulgence, and . as .thole perfons deferve: ..

‘who have contributed :lealt-to the (¢vil :- for ‘thepe:ja nos

danger, but they who entertain diforderly and vagrant
people, will always be able to pay a {mall Licence, . . .
Were Licences thought ncceflary, methinks the duty,
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