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—Little Villains muft fubmit to Fate,

That Great Ones may enjoy the world in [tate.

2 HAT Perfons of confiderable for-

nations; as is evident from their
practice, the beft interpreter of public, as well as of
private, opinions. And tho” this is looked upon by their
Inferiors as too great a privilege yet, unlefs the Laws
were to be righteoufly executed upon all, without
refpect of Perfons, I cannot think but it would be
much better on all accounts, that the Rich and Great
thould be exempted, not only from punithment, for
fome certain crimes, but even from profecution.

For, befides that fuch profecutions are generally
ineffectual to the purpofe for which they are carried on,
which is the bringing of a great Criminal to Juftice, it
being more difficult to get a rich man hanged, than to
fave a poor fellow from the gallows, thefe profecutions
are the caufes of occafions of many and great
inconveniences and evils.

They occafion the {quandering away abundance of
money among the inferior Officers (more properly
called (be Knaves) of Juftice, fuch as Jailors, Turnkeys,
&c. who not only extort exorbirtant fums from their
illuftrious prifoners, for the privileges of the goal, and
other accounts, but likewife fometimes expofe them to
contempt, by thewing them at a certain price, like wild
beasts and monsters, to the populace. Thus Villains are
inriched by the wealth of Gentlemen in confinement;
which they would otherwife have fpent in a generous
manner, to the advantage of honeft and induftrious
people and the Gentlemen themselves are rendered
ridiculous to the rabble.

The profecution of rich or great men are
frequently the occasion of much bribery, for-
gery, and perjury. For if they are really guilty
of the crime of which they are accufed, they
will certainly employ their money in fuch a
manner, as may be most likely to fecure them
from punifhment; and it is ten to one, that it
will be fuccefsful. And even if they are inno-
cent, they may think it proper to make ufe of
the fame method. For it fometimes happens,
that profligate perfons (efpecially in cafes
where a fingle oath is of any validity) in order
to extort money from thofe who have a great
quantity, will charge them with fome capital
crime: which, upon being difappointed in
their expectations, they will not scruple, out

of revenge, to fwear againft them in a Court
of Judicature. In this cafe the Perfon accufed
may think it neceffary to hire fome Irth Evi-
dences on his fide, to invalidate the falthood
of one testimony, by the falfhood of another.
Sometimes to make the counter proof more
ftrong, it may feem neceflary to counterfeit
Letters, &c. under the hand of the Accuser.
And if this is not likely to be fufficient, as in
fome cafes it is not, a majority of the Jury muft
be bribed even to do juftice

Another ill consequence occafioned by
fuch Profecutions is, that they fix a lafting
mark of infamy upon Gentlemen, in the
opinion of the undifcerning Vulgar; who
make little diftinction berween perfons ac-
cufed and convicted; and none at all between
the poor and the wealthy Convicts unlefs to
the difadvantage of the latter. For whenever a
man has been publicly accused of any action
which is accounted a great crime, unlefs his
innocence appears very plainly (which in the
general and willful blindnefs of the world
feldom happens) the imputation upon his
honour, like that upon a lady’s never forgot-
ten, but always remembered to his difgrace.
‘This has a very ill effect upon the minds of the
common People; and leflens very much that
deference and respect which is due from Infe-
riors to Superiors.

All thefe mifchievous confequences attend
the bare Profecution of Great men, even, if
through either their innocence, or prudent
management, they efcape conviction. But if
through the malice or obftinacy of a Jury,
they are brought in guilty, the ill confequenc-
es are much more numerous, and more griev-
ous.

A degradation from their high ftation im-
mediately follows; and a man of honour is
delivered into the hands of a common Jailor,
to be loaded wiih irons at his difcretion, and is
foon after brought to the Bar, and placed
among common Felons, with his thumbs tied
in a most {candalous manner, to receive the
sentence of condemnation. This is a mark of
infamy upon an honourable Criminal, as in-
delible, as if he were ftigmatized, and expofes
him, not only for the present, but even as long
is he lives, to the contempt and obloquy of the
Populace.

Garth’s Difpenfary, Cant. I.

To condemnation fucceeds an application
for a pardon; which can feldom be obtained,
without falfe representations of the character
of the perfon convicted, and of the circum-
ftances of his conviction. For the fupreme
Mariftrate, who has the fole power of par-
doning, fuppofes all perfons guilty, who have
been convicted according to law: and tho’. out
of his gracious difpofition, he may be willing
to give frequent inftances of his mercy; yet be
cannot be fuppofed willing to extend it to any,
but to proper objects. Who are fuch, in the
vast number ot his Subjects, he can seldom
know any otherwife, than by the reprefenta-
tions of others; upon whofe veracity and
honour he muft depend. But fince it {feldom
happens, that any Great man is capitally con-
victed, who has not before been guilty of the
like, or of fome other crime of equal magni-
tude) how can fuch a Perfon be reprefented to
a Prince, at a proper object of his mercy, but
by a complicity of falfities Thefe cannot pof-
fibly be fuppofed to proceed originally from
Perfons of honour about the Court; and
therefore they themfelves must be firft im-
pofed on by the information they receive
from others, who have been induced to give
fuch favourable and falfe accounts by the
prevalence of money. This opens a large fcene
of bribery and corruption, to the inrichment
of vile and profligate perfons; who instead of
being in any capacity of being inftrumental in
procuring mercy for others, ought to be made
fevere examples of juftice themfelves.

But by whatever means, and upon whatev-
er confiderations, tho’ never so juftifiable and
reafonable, a wealthy, but notorious Criminal
is pardoned; the common People, who know
nothing of the true motives and inducements
to the exercise of mercy, and if they did, are
not, perhaps, proper judges of them, general-
ly exclaim againft it. They think it great par-
tiality, that quality or riches (for they fee no
other difference) thould fecure a man from
the punithment of a crime which would expofe
one of themfelves to certain death. Hence
they infer, that, when the Law is rigoroufly
executed upon a man in mean circumitances,
he is not hanged for having broken the laws,
and done any thing that is really criminal and
wicked, but for being poor. Affluent fortune
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they are so far from thinking a circumftance
which can any way render a Criminal a more
proper object of mercy that they look upon it
as an aggravation of his guilt, fince his ex-
ample has a more extenfive and fatal influ-
ence, the contagion of which they think ought
confequently to be prevented by the fevereft
punithment.

And therefore their clamours will run
much higher, if ever it thould happen that
fuch a Perfon fhould obtain a pardon for a
crime of which he has been capitally convict-
ed, after having commuted the like feveral
times, and by means or his wealth faved him-
felf from former convictions: one who, per-
haps from the meaneft circumftances fhall
have raifed himfelf to immenfe wealth by the
vileft and bafeft methods: who by his flight of
hand thall have conveyed to himfelf the ef-
tates, and by his debaucheries corrupted the
minds of great numbers ot Gentlemen: in
thort, one whofe whole life thall have not only
been one continued fcene of intemperance,
profanenefs, lewdnefs, and villany. but who
thall have continually boafted and gloried in
the moft flagrant inftances of his wickednefs.
If ever fuch a cafe as this thould happen, the
People, who will look upon fuch a wretch as a
common nuifance, will be apt to cenfure the
compaffion thewed towards him, as cruelty
to the Public.

And yet, even in a cafe like this, there may
be fuch wife, and juft, and good reafons for
the exercice of mercy, as the Vulgar are not
able to comprehend, and therefore will cer-
tainly repine, and murmur, at fuch a fignal
instance of Clemency. That there may be
fuch reafons will appear from this one Obfer-
vation, That Great men, who have often the
greateft perfonal failings, may be of fuch con-
fequence, either in a Civil, or military capaci-
ty, that the taking them off for any of them,
may be an unfpeakable detriment to a nation.
It may deprive it of perfons of the moft con-
fummate abilities to adminifter juftice, and to
manage the whole Scheme of affairs at horne,
or to lead Armies, and negotiate Treaties
abroad.

After employing my thoughts, among
other Statemenders, to find out a remedy for
the great inconveniencies above-mentioned, I
cannot think of any more proper, than hum-
bly to propofe, That a Law may be made ex-
empting all Persons of fuch a particular dig-
nity or fortune from all profecutions for
Murder, Sodomy, and Rape, committed upon
thofe who have not an eftate of fuch a partic-
ular value. I fix upon thefe three forts of
Crimes, becaufe it is in refpect of thefe chief-
ly, that Perfons of fortune are expofed to
most danger from thofe who have little or
none, on account of the admiffion of one di-
rect fingle witnefs in thefe cafes, together with

concurrent circumftances. This matrer may
be regulated after the manner of the
Game-Act; and fecure the property of fuch
crimes which are committed for diverfion to
Gentlemen, who are duly qualified. This priv-
ilege would be a good mark of diftinction; and
more effectually preferve a due fubordination
betwixt the fuperior and inferior ranks of
men. And tho’ the latter might, perhaps, at
firft raife a clamour againft fuch a law, yet
when they came to confider the matter calmly,
they would be perfectly eafy, being convinced
of the advantages arifing frorn it even to
themfelves. For it would oblige them to fit
down quietly under the firft injury, and
thereby fecure them from rhe trouble and
charge of vain profecutions, to which they
now fo frequently expofe themfelves.

Thefe fentiments are confirmed by thofe
of the ingenious Dr. Croxall, who in Fab.
xcvii. has  thefe words. One who is already great
and qoukent, is by thok very mears privileg'd to
ammit almolt any enommities. But it is necelfary,
that a Shew and Form of Jultice hould be kept up
[among inferior perfons]: otherwile, wile Pecpe
fo be ever b great, and b luoesiull Roguss, they
would not be abke to kegp polellion of, and enjoy their
plunder.

Bavrus.

Verfes occafioned by a late famous Sermon,
on Jan. 3o.

Where PETERS, CALAMY, and MANTON
ftood,

Calling in Scripture phrafe for STRAFFORD’s
blood:

Where To your Tents, O Isreel was cry’d,
And Proverbs oft, and Prophecies apply’d:
Where Curse ye Merox, twang’d through nofe
aloud,

With rage inflam’d the long ear’d rebel
Crowd;

There late a gay Divine, in facred tone
The Court arraigning, all thofe types
out-fhone

Thus fome high Tory Poetafter cries.

To whom a Whiggith Rhymer thus replies.

No types of him, the Zanies of that age,
Who tir’d their audience with fanatic rage.
Falfe were their notions of the public Weal;
Too warm and furious, but fincere their zeal.
No private grandeur charms allur’d their eyes;
Their fole ambition with the Kirk to rife.
With fable cloak, and broad-brimm’d hat
adorn’d
They langh’d at Lawn-fleeves, and a Mitre
icorn’d.
Not fo Doctor, who had waited long,
And lowly bow’d amidft the Courtly throng:
But difappointed, found affairs of State
Ill-manag’d all; but found it out too late.
As bound in conference this bold truth to
fpread,

He calls for vengeance on the Pairniers head.

Bur why fhould Drum ecclefiaftic found

To arms at home, when Peace abroad is

found?

What can this noife ‘gainft wicked Courtiers

mean’—

The learned Doctor is not made a Dean.
Porry.

LONDON.
THURSDAY, Marchs.

On tuefday the houfe of Commons waited
on his Majesty at St. James’s with their Ad-
drefs; to which his Majesty was pleafed to
return the following most gracious anfwer:

Gentlemen,

”I Thank you for this Addrefs; which is very
pleafing and acceptable to me, and I make no
doubt but the most Christian King will, pur-
fuant to the mutual Fidelity which fubfifts
between the two Crowns caufe the orders to
be effectually executed, which he has given, at
my inftances, for demolithing the works that
have been made by the inhabitants of Dunkirk
contrary to the Treaties of Utrecht and the
Hague. Courant.

Laft week when Mr. Bolt, who died fud-
denly on Ludgate-hill, was firft thought to be
dead, a Surgeon opened a Vein, and no Blood
iffluing, the Orifice was left open. The next
day he was found really dead, but with his legs
drawn up, and a cold fweat on his face, with a
large quantity of blood in the Coffin Ibid.

We are credibly informed, that the fol-
lowing regulation will be made of the
Eaft-India Company, and that it will be pro-
pofed in their general Court for the approba-
tion ot the proprietors. The Intereft payable
for {ix years to the Company by the publick,
on the fum of 3,200,000l. will be reduced by
parliament from sl to 4 per Cent and their
present Fund of 160,000l be thereby reduced
to 128,000l. which is a yearly faving of 32.000l.
and in fix years time is 192,000l. The Company
is further to raife 200,000l. for the fervice of
the current year abfolutely, and without In-
tereft or Repayment. In confideration of all
which, there will be fecured to the Company
by Parliament an exclufive trade for the term
of thirty years, in lieu of their deputed right
to a perpetual exclufive trade. And the Com-
pany will be entitled to trade in a corporate
capacity for ever, tho’ not exclufively beyond
the faid term of thirty years which term is to
commence in 1736, when their Fund is by law
redeemable. Poft Boy.

Money is ordered for paying {ix months
courfe for the navy. Ibid.

Money is ordered for paying {ix months
half pay to Sea officers. Ibid.

Money is ordered for paying fick quarters
for the year 1729. Ibid.
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On monday laft a fervant belonging to the
Earl] of Halifax, and who hath a place in the
Exchequer, being at a bonfire in the pal-
ace-yard, Westminster, made in honour of her
Majefty’s birth-day, discharged a Blunder-
bufs, which unluckily happened to be loaded
with duck thot, three perfons standing round
the fire were dangeroufly wounded by this
accident, viz. 2 Waterman, another man, and
an apprentice; ‘tis thought the 2 former can-
not recover. Daily Poft.

The great mischiefs daily dore by Blunderbulles
will be taken into aonficeration of our Scciety.

On tuefday morning the half pay due to
Sea-Surgeons on that establithment, was paid
at the Treafury-office in Broad ftreet, from
the 1st of January 1728, to the 3oth of last June
Alfo the fame morning. the two mouths pay in
{ix, due to the Company of his Majefty’s Ship
the Sapphire, ending the 20th of June 1729,
was paid at the pay-office in Broad-ftreet.
Even. Polt.



