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REGISTER OF LETTERS
TWIXT

THE KING
AND

GEORGE LOCKHART OF CARNWATH,
CONTAINING ALSO

A SHORT ACCOUNT OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS
From 1716 to 1728.

| DoE not pretend in this treatise to give a full and perfect account of
all the transactions in Scotland. My cheif design is to narrate such
matters as have relation to the intrigues and projects that were, at
several times, set on foot for the King’s service; and even therin |
cheifly confine myself to such negotiations as | was directly
concern’d in, ‘tho at the same time | cannot shun entering sometimes
upon publick matters, that the springs and series of affairs may be so
much the better understood; and where any matter of moment
concerning Scots men and Scots affairs occurr’d to my memory, ‘tho
somewhat forreign perhaps to my main view, | have taken notice of
them.

When the King retired with his little army from Perth in 1716, he
himself went on board a small vessell at Montrose, from whence, tho’
several cruisers were lying neer to that place, he arrived safe in
France; and the remains of his army, which then consisted of a body
of Highlanders under General Gordon’s command, and a considerable
number of noblemen and gentlemen marcht northwards; but being
followed closs at the heels by the Duke of Argyle, and in no condition
to make a stand, they soon dispers’d and betook themselves to holes
and bores, mostly in the remotest highlands and adjacent isles, where
many lurked till they could with safety appear. But such as were most
obnoxious took the first opportunity of ships to carry them into
forreign countrys, in order to which the King himself ordered several
light vessells to be sent to them from France; and such of his freinds,
as had escaped the late hurricane, provyded others secretly at home,
so as, by God’s blessing, all those that were in greatest hazard and
inclin’d to retire, found means to escape from their cruel enemies.

When the royall party was thus entirely dispersed, and none



appeared in arms for the King, the great men of the opposite side
flockt to London, eager to seek and hopefull to obtain rewards
suitable to the great merit they severally boasted of, and at the same
time full of resentment against their enemies, proposeing not only to
extirpate them root and branch, but at the same time to enrich
themselves out of their spoils; but it pleased God, by their divisions
and animosities, to pave a way for the preservation of vast numbers,
who, in all probability, would otherwyse have mett with no mercy.
From the time of Queen Ann’s death the Scots Torrys had no share in
the administration, and did not medle in publick matters, which at first
fell joyntly into the hands of the Duke of Argyle and the Squadrone;
but as these hated one another heartily, each endeavoured to blacken
and supplant the other, and their animosities became as great, as if
they had been in the service of opposite masters and acted for opposite
causes. No sooner was the battle of Sheriffmoor fought, and the
suppression of the royall party certain, than the Lord Cadogan was
sent to Scotland as a check on the Duke of Argyle, and when the
several partys mett at London, the Squadrone exclaim’d against him,
condemning his conduct both before and during the said battle; and as
they were supported by the then powerfull Marleburrow and Cadogan
faction, his Grace soon saw he was like to reap little personal benefit
from the services he had done to the common cause; and as he had all
alongst shewed himself of a mercifull disposition, and advised the
granting of a general indemnity after the battle, to render him now
more popular, he still continued eagerly to oppose the carrying of
punishments too far and too high. The Squadrone again, with their
English and German supporters, observing that the violent thirst after
blood which they at first so evidently manifested, woud render them
odious to most people, and give Argyles party a great advantage over
them, found it necessary at length to think of more gentle ways. But
befor matters came to this state, they had the pleasure of putting to
death a great number of persons, amongst whom were several noble
Lords and persons of distinction at London and in Lancashire; and
when they became more gentle, it still evidently appear’d to be
contrary to their natural tempers, and proceed from some other motive
than a mercifull disposition; for they obliged all that were in the
several prisons in the country, to petition for banishment, and then
gave them as slaves to a parcell of their trading friends, who sent such
away to the plantations as could not, at dear rates, purchase their
freedom; and all, except a very few that were in prison at Edinburgh
or London, against whom they could not find evidence, which in the
end proved pritty difficult to obtain, were try’d and condemn’d, and
‘tho their lives were spared, their estates were forfeited. For ‘tho the



rampant party was in some degree satiated with blood, and saw that
the people over all Britain began to resent the too liberall effusion
therof, and therupon thought fitt to stop, yet nothing could divert them
from ruining and extinguishing as many estates and familys as they
could; and in order therto, when they found it would not be expedient
for them to ask and obtain grants of these estates to themselves, the
better to cover their secret malitious views, they procured an act of
Parliament, appropriating to the use of the publick the estates of all
persons attainted or condemn’d for being accessory to what they
call’d the late unnaturall rebellion, and that a commission should be
appointed, consisting of a parcell of sharping beggarly locusts, to
enquire into the value of their estates personall and reall, and sell
them; the produce wherof, after paying the debts affecting them, was
to be payd in to the Exchequer. The Whiggs make a terrible outcry
against the Administration for some years befor 1688; but if a full
account was transmitted to posterity, as they would judge which was
the best cause, it would also appear, that the barbarous treacherous
usage of the royall party that surrender’d at Preston, the blood that
was spilt on scaffolds, the slavery to which great numbers were, like
brutes, sold, and the illegal proceedings of the Commissioners of
Enquiry, not only against the heirs and representatives, but even the
just creditors of the familys they purposed to demolish, if these
matters, | say, were fully exposed, it would appear that a precedent
can scarcely be shewn in any civilized country.

During the first period of these ticklish times, the Scots Torrys
were obliged to keep themselves very quiet, and live in the most
retired manner; for many who were not actually in arms, had by other
ways been assistant to the royall cause, as their circumstances allowed
and occasions offered; and none of that complexion could tell how far
even innocence was sufficient to protect them against a sett of
vindictive blood-thirsty men. The first case they gott was from the
Indemnity, published in the year 17, but that again was so crouded
with exceptions, that it did by no means correspond with the mereifull
disposition which the authors pretended to manifest by it; so that the
triennial prescription of high treason was the first solid relief and
security to the distress’d royall party; after which they began to peep
out, and many, who not inclining to trust themselves in the hands of
the Government, had retired and lived abroad, and were not under any
sentence, return’d home to their familys.

During this intervall the Squadrone gott the better of the Duke of
Argyle at court, where he and his friends had very little to say; but as
the prince and his father were at odds, His Grace adhered to and was



the cheif adviser of the former, nay was thought to have him in
leading strings; and whilst the discord betwixt him and the Squadrone
dayly increased, the Scots Torrys interfeer’d with neither, having at
the same time no correspondence abroad, further than what by private
letters gave an account of the Kings and their friends health.—There
was however a surmise that the King had some hopes of gaining the
King of Sweden to espouse his cause; and the ftrst nottice therof to be
depended upon, was a letter from the Duke of Mar to Captain Straiton,
which he directed to be communicated to the Bishop of Edinburgh,
the Lord Bahnerino and my self, wherin he signifyd that if 5 or 6000
bolls of meal could be purchased by the Kings friends and sent to
Sweden, where was then a great scarcity, it would be of great service
to the King. But wee foresaw so many difficultys in raising a sum of
money sufficient for it (most of those who formerly would have
contributed to the King being exiles or forfeited, and such as were not
S0 nevertheless in great straits by the losses they sustain’d and the
depredation of their estates during the war, and by the great charges
they were at in supporting their distressed friends abroad and at home)
and withall so impracticable to collect and embark such a quantity of
meal, without being discovered and creating some suspition in the
Government that wee could not think of undertaking it with any hopes
of success.

Not very long after this, another letter came to the same person to
be communicated as the other, wherin the Duke of Mar represented,
that wheras there was a design to attempt the Kings restoration by the
assistance of a certain forreign prince, and that it would look odd if his
freinds at home did not putt themselves in a condition to assist him, he
thought proper to signify so much in general; and as the want of ready
money to be employ’d when the King’s service required it, had
hitherto been a great impediment to his affairs, he wisht wee could fall
on ways to perswade his friends to have in readiness what summ they
severally could afford and would venture in his cause, when a fair
oporlunity offered. This, for the reasons above narrated, was a matter
of the greatest difficulty, and as the other three persons were, either by
the bad state of their healths or other circumstances, no ways fitt to
goe about as agents in such an affair, the burthen was laid upon me;
and | had much better success than | expected, having gott assurances,
in the most solemn manner, from several persons of honour, that they
would take care to be in a condition to answer his majesties call. The
Earl of Eglington offer’d 3000 guineas, and signifyd so much by a
letter to the King, and the others would amongst them have advanced
a good round sum. Nottice of this was sent both to the King and Duke



of Mar, and at the same time represented, that as this country did not
abound in riches, and that the loyal | party was less now than ever in a
condition to raise money, wee were humbly of opinion that nothing of
this kind should be demanded from them but when matters were so
well concerted and so far advanced, that the main stroke was to be
struck.—At the same time | received the following letter” from the
King:

“January 1st 1718.

“The late accounts | have had of your true and sincere friendship
for me, doe not allow me to deferr returning you my heartiest thanks
for it: you shall, I can assure you, ever find me most gratfuli, and |
hope it will yet be in my power to be so. effectually. | referr to Mar for
any thing | had further to say in my affairs, and I shall be glad to have
your opinion of them from time to time, either from your self or our
friend Captain Straiten;. no body esteems you more than | doe, nor
hath a truer value and regard for you, being ever

“Your &c.”
To which | made the following answer:
“March 26th 1718.

“Sir—I cannot but esteem it the highest honour, that you entertain
so favourable ane opinion of me as you are pleased to express in yours
of the first of January, which came safely to my hands. I am not so
vain as to imagine | ever was or will be capable to be of any great use
to you in your affairs, yet | have the satisfaction of being conscious,
that as your interest was hitherto the cheif object of all my views and
desires, since | first applyd my self to publick bussiness, | at no time
knowingly or willingly omitted any thing which | conceived might in
the least contribute therto, and | doe assure you that for the future, I
will as cheirfully embrace every occasion to doe you all the services
in my power; which is indeed no more than what | think my self
bound to by many particular as well as general obligations, and what
my inclinations and personal regard for you prompt me to. It being
unnecessary to repeat what | have writt to the Duke of Mar, | will
trouble you noe further, but beg leave to subscribe my self

“Your&c.”

The letter from the Duke of Mar mention’d in the King’s (of which
and my answer therto | only keept the heads) recommended secrecy

" Received 21 March 1718.



amongst the King’s friends, the want of which had often been very
detrimental to the common cause, as he had frequently observed,
when he had not, at least when it was not known he had, any concern
or correspondence with the King; he then proceeded to exhort me to
try if it was possible to bring the Duke of Argyle to think of coming
over to the King’s measures; this, he thought, | was the properest
person to attempt, because there was an old firm personal friendship
betwixt us, which he himself at no time took amiss, because he saw |
never on that score deviated from my principles, and he thought this a
proper season, when the Duke was so poorly rewarded for the great
services he had done to the party, arid could not but see the uilevitable
ruin of his native country, and the small grounds he had to expect
from any English Ministry, the trust and power he might justly claim
and aim at, on account of his quality, interest, and merit; that there
was no way to retrive his country and doe justice to himself, but by
contributing to the King’s restoration; that His Majestie would meet
him with open arms, and he should make his own terms. And for his
own part, as he never was at odds w ith His Grace but in so far as he
was acting against the King’s interest, were that obstacle removed, he
would concurr in every scheme he could propose for his interest and
glory, there being none alive for whom he had a greater honour and
regard: all which he desired | might represent to him, if so be | would
undertake and could perform so great a service to the King.

In my answer to this letter | agreed with his sentiments as to
secrecy, and recommended to him to give strick injunctions to all the
King’s subjects abroad, to write no manner of news, good or bad, to
their friends at home, for as their letters abounded with schemes and
often with false hopes, their correspondents here could not conceal
their joy from others, wherby they soon became publick, which
induced the Government’to be much upon their guard, and at the same
time justifyd, in some measure, their severity to those they saw so
ready to oppose them. As to the other part of his letter, | exprest a very
great readiness to perform any thing the King required of me for his
service, but | was affraid matters were now come to such a pass, that
the Duke of Argyle would never, after having commanded the army
during the late war, think it was possible for him to be in favour with
the King. The time indeed once was when such a transaction might
have been undertaken with good hopes of success, and with that very
view it was that | stood so much up for the Duke’s interest in
Parliament, which he (Mar) then opposed with some resentment at my
conduct, the grounds wherof | could not then communicate to him,
since he confessed there was a time when his concern for and



correspondence with the King was not known. However | would cast
about to see how matters stood, and if | found a proper juncture, and
any tollerable hopes of success, | would doe what in me lay to bring
about, what from a regard to both partys | allwyse vehemently
desired, and was once in a fair way of accomplishing, had not others
from pique and particular views disconcerted all my schemes.

It may perhaps appear to some, that this was too tart an answer; but
the truth on’tis, | could not command my self, when I reflected that he
had been the principal obstructer of this project at a time when it
would have been of more use, and could have been easier brought
about, and that he was conscious I knew this proceeded from his own
ambition and envy, notwithstanding those professions of friendship
he charged me with in his letter.

Whilst time passt thus away, the Duke of Argyle turn’d his back on
St, James’ and resorted altogether to the Prince’s Court; but as he
found him a worthless giddy-headed creature, no wyse to be depended
on, he retired much to the country and seemd highly discontented. At
the same time his friends did not stand to tell such as they could
confide in, that His Grace was resolved to have no further dealings
with this Government, and “tho he would doe nothing against it, yet if
any attempt was made, he himself would stand neutral and Jeave his
Clan to doe as they pleased, which, by the by, was known would be in
favour of the King, from whom they were only diverted by His Graces
authority and interest. Finding matters thus, | took occasion to talk
seriously at Edinburgh with my old friend Collonel John Midleton,
who, | knew, at the bottom wished the King very well and was much
trusted by the Duke, and to him | represented, that seeing the Duke
could have no prospect of riseing under tins Government to the power
his interest, character and station justly entitled him, I could not but
imagine he highly resented such usage; and as he was naturally
ambitious, and it was impossible but he must side with and act for
some party, in all the divisions and contests in this island, I could not
see what hand he could turn to, or whither he could steer his course,
but to the King; taking it for granted he would not render himself so
little in the eyes of all the world, as again to countenance and support
the interest of a sett of men, w ho had used him as a tool in being the
means of destroying his native country, and extirpating so many noble
familys for the most part nearly related to his own, and then sent him a
packing. That ‘tho he keept in with the Prince, he could not but
perceive how little he was to be depended on, and that if ever his
father and he were again on good terms, His Grace would be left to
pay the piper, and ‘tho he should come to the crown, he would be



under a necessity of being ruled by English councills and English
ministers, alj which howsoever differently affected, concurr’d in not
allowing any Scots man to grow too powerfull, or to be trusted butin a
subordinate manner with the administration of affairs, which in no
sort suited with His Grace’s mind, more than it corresponded with his
merit.

Midleton replyd that he perfectly agreed with what | said, and had
good reasons to beleive His Grace had the same sentiments, and as |
knew that he was once in the Queen’s reign in a fair way of being
brought over to the King’s side, he did not see any cause to despaire
still of affecting it, notwithstanding what had since that time occurr’d,
provyded it were handsomely intro’ duced and dexterously managed;
but one thing he was sure of, His Grace would not directly nor
indirectly treat with Mar, or any by commission from him, for he
beleived him his mortal enemy, and had no opinion of his honour; and
added Midleton to me, “I cannot think Mar does more seriously now
than befor desire to see Argyle in the Kings measures, least he
eclipsed him.”—I told him that I knew the King desired nothing more
than to bring the Duke over to him, and | would engage to putt this
matter on such a footing that Mar should not be concern’d less or
more in it, nay should not know of any correspondence the King had
with Argyle, for it should be established directly between them two
and such persons as His Grace should name to carry it on, under the
strictest tyes of secrecy, untill a proper time came for propaleing it. At
last wee concluded that | should acquaint the King of the fair prospect
of gaining the Duke, and propose that His Majestie would send me a
letter to him in a kind strain, inviting him to come into his measures;
and wee thought it fitt that no time should be lost in getting this letter,
least things should alter during the time that was taken up in sending
messages to and from the King at so great a distance.—And whilst |
expected the King’s pleasure, Midleton, who was furthwith to go to
London, undertook to sound the Duke and let me know how far he
found him disposed to harkcn to this scheme, according to which wee
would take our measures. | accordingly writt, but keept no coppy of
my letter to the King, giveing him an account of this and some former
conversations with Midleton, from whence | gathered that the Duke
might be gaind, and desired his directions as soon as possible. And
because | foresaw that when | came to treat with His Grace, 1’d be
obliged to give him the most solemn assurances that Mar was not
privy to it, and that he again would be jealous and offended if he came
to know that letters from Scotland were given to the King without his
knowledge, besides that | did not then know of any about the King



that would venture to doe it; for those reasons | seal’d my letter and
gott Captain Straiton to send it under a cover to the Duke of Mar, and
withall to tell him, that | hoped he would excuse my not
communicating the contents to him, because | was bound under the
strictest obligations to impart the same to no other person whatsoever
but the King himself.

Not many weeks after this, | mett with Captain Dougall Campbell;
this gentleman, a person of great worth and loyalty, and a bosome
friend of Argyle’s, was lately come to Scotland from London, where
he had resided these many years bypast. The Duke soon became the
subject of our conversation, and when | perceived that he had great
hopes of gaining him, and affirm’d that even the Earl of Isla seem’d
well disposed, I frankly told him all that had passt and been concerted
betwixt Midleton and me, which he much approved of, being hopefull
it would succeed, and undertaking to forward it when he return’d to
London; but soon after this he unfortunatly gott cold in his journey to
the Highlands, and on his return to Edinburgh took a flux and dyed. A
few days befor this happen’d, being with me at my country house, he
askt me, if | heard Argyle blam’d for having received and given no
answer to a letter writt to him by the King whilst he was at Perth; |
told him I had, but could not agree with those who censur’d him, for |
had such an abhorrence at breach of trust, that had | been the Duke’s
adviser, it should have been to doe as he did; for ‘tho there was
nothing I so much desired as to see him engaged in the King’s cause, |
wisht it done in a way consistent with his honour. Campbell smiled
and told me he was to acquaint me of a secret which he must
previously have my solemn word | would communicate to none,
which he had given when it was revealed to him, having however
obtained liberty afterwards to speak of it to me. After giving him the
assurance he demanded, he told me, that the letter was not delivered to
the Duke, for in his late Highland progress he saw it and another to
Lord Isla in the hands of the person to whose care they were
committed (but who that person was he- would not tell me) who
receiving them unseal’d did not, after perusal, think it for the Kings
service to deliver them, that to the Duke being wriH in a style by no
means to be approved of; “And indeed,” added Campbell, “when |
read them | was entirely of the same mind, and could not but think that
Mar, or some other person, with a view of rather widning than healing
the breaches, had prevail’d with the King to write after that manner.”
The letter to Isla was writt as to a man of business, insisting on the
unhappy state of Scotland, and that nothing but a dissolution of the
Union by the King’s Restoration could prevent the utter ruin of that



country. That to the Duke did invite him to return to his loyalty and
duty, threatening him, if he neglected, with revange and the utter
extirpation of his family, for what he and his predecessors had done in
this and the last century. | doe not pretend to relate the precise words
of this letter, nor did Campbell mention them as such to me; however
| have narrated what he said was the aim and purport of the letter. |
was not a little surprized, and at first doubted if it was genuine; but
then he assured me it was under the King’s own hand, wluch he knew
perfectly well. After having reflected on this very odd letter, I was
confirm’d in the opinion of its being absolutly necessary that Mar
should know nothing less or more of any correspondence that might
be sett on foot betwixt the King and Duke of Argyle.

Collonel Midleton was not many days in London till he wrote to me
that he had-made a tryalland was in hopes my friend would accept of
the Galloway (wee haveing agreed to couch the matter in our letters
under the name of a Scots pad that was to be sent up) and therfor
desired I would make haste to be master of one fitt for him; and not
long after that, he wrote to me again, that my friend would receive the
Galloway if | came up and made him the present, in doing of which no
time was to be lost. This message overjoy’d me, and | impatiently
waited for the King’s answer (Midleton calling for me in the interim
two or three times by other letters to strike the iron while it was hot)
for above seven months, and when it came | was not more vexed than
surprized; for as this was a matter of no small importance, | had
reason to expect a particular return, and in less than half that time;
wheras the answer was contain’d in the postscript of a letter from the
Duke of Mar to Captain Straiton, wherin he bid him tell me that the
King had received my letter, but not approving what | proposed,
would enter into no measures with that person, hoping (by the
assistance of Sweden | suppose) to doe his bussiness without him. |
knew not in all the world what to say to Midleton, for | had no mind to
let him know that the King had revealed the affair to Mar, much less
the nature of the return | had gott to my proposal; so | pretended that |
had gott no answer, which | ascribed to my letters having miscarried,
and by such shifts and excuses endevour’d to putt the best face | could
upon it, which I could not however so well feign but that he suspected
| had mett with a rebute; and how far this influenced the Duke to think
of making up matters some time afterwards with King Georo-e, when
he had left the Prince as one in whom he could have no honour in
adhereing to, | will not take upon me to say; but indeed when I
reflected how near resemblance there was betwixt this and an answer
formerly sent by the Earl of Midleton to a proposal of the same kind,



when | considered the part which Mar acted in the latter end of the
Queen’s reign towards Argyle, and the account which Campbell gave
me of the letter from Perth, and that by Mar’s handing the return to
me, it would seem the King had communicated the proposal to him,
‘tho | had begd as a thing essentially necessary to keep it in his own
breast; these things made me inclinable to beleive my Lord Mar had
taken the liberty to break up my letter, and, without acquainting the
King of the contents, given his own answer therto, which | judged still
the more probable, that he did not doe it directly to my self, btft in a
letter to a friend of his own, who he was sure would not bring it in
judgement against him; and what | then imagined seems now to be
confirm’d, in that the King some time after this told my son, when he
at Rome verbally by my direction renew’d the proposal, and
represented what a fair opportunity had been formerly lost, that he did
not remember ever to have heard of it befor.

The King’s affairs for a long time made little or no noise, but on
breaking out of the war with Spain, people began to hope, that
something in his favours would cast up, and whilst wee were fed with
these hopes in very general terms by letters from abroad, all of a
sudden wee received the joyfull news of the King of Spain’s having
declared for our King. What correspondence King Philip had in
England I cannot particularly tell, but sure | am there was not the least
intimation of such a design to any in Scotland, untill a very little befor
it was publick over all Europe. About which time the Earl of Wigton
writt a letter to me from his country house, desireing me to meet him
without fail next day exactly at four in the afternoon at a certain
private place in Edinburgh, and | having accordingly keept the tryst,
His Lordship introduced me to Mr. Francis Kennedy; this gentleman
was sent express to acquaint the King’s friends of the attempt that was
to be made by Spain on Britain, and he was directed to goe first to my
Lord Wigton, who thought fitt to call me to be present at the
conference. Mr. Kennedy produced a small peice of parchment, writt
and sign’d by the Duke of Ormond, desireing entire credit might be
given to the bearer therof; and then he told us that the Duke was
actually .embarked with a considerable body of Spanish troops,
designing to land them in England, and that the Earl Marishall was
sail’d with a battalion, accompanyd by the Marquis’s of Tullibardin
and Seaforth, and some of the heads of the Highland clans, and was to
land in the Highlands; that the troops design’d for England and
Scotland were sufficient to make a stand till the Kings friends could
gett togitlier, that he durst say Marishall was landed befor that day,
and that wee would soon hear of the like of Ormond; and he desired



wee would consider what was to be done for the King’s service at this
criticall juncture. After having fully talked over the affair, wee judged
it highly necessary to conceal this intelligence as long as it was
possible, because wee perceived the Spamards design’d to catch the
British Government naping. Besides, as there were many accidents to
which the Spanish fleet might be exposed in so long a voyage, wee did
by no means think it adviseable to move in Scotland, till wee were
sure the Duke of Ormond was landed; for if any appearance should be
made for the King in Scotland, and the grand design fail in the
execution, wee would meet with no quarters from the Government,
and the King at the same time reap no benefit.

A few days after this, the Spanish design against Britain was
known every where, and that the Earl Marishall was actually landed at
in the Highlands; and wee dayly expected and impatiently long’d to
hear the same of the Duke of Ormond in England. A great many days
being spent in this uncertain state of hopes and fears, wee had at
length the melancholy account of his being beat back by a storm,
which at once putt an end to our hopes and our enemies well grounded
fears; for it is more than probable that if His Grace had escaped this
storm, he had been in England ere the Government had known, of the
design and had been in a capacity to oppose him, especially when it is
certain that the body of the people of England were groaning under
the yoke of the present tyrrany, and that great numbers of the first rank
and greatest interest, and many officers, some even of the highest
stations in the army, were privy to the design and ready to joyn him;
and the zeal of the Scots for the King was rather encreased than
lessen’d by former misfortunes, so that his friends in Scotland, whilst
there was a diversion to the standing army in England, would have
made a short work of it—It was pritty remarkable that the
Government did not on the first surmise, as formerly on the like
occasions, croud the prisons with suspected persons; whether it was
that they were confounded and at a loss what to doe in so unexpected a
surprize, or that they really designd, as some of them pretended, to
leave every man to himself, and have a fair general stroke for it, that
so the contest might be finally ended by the total extirpation of the
vanquisht party, | wont determine.

I doe not pretend to give an account of my Lord Marishall’s
proceedings; one thing is sure, that he and Tullibardin were soon at
variance about the command, and it seenifd very odd that such matters
were not adjusted befor their embarkation; the Highlanders being
formerly heartiely bitt, resolved not to move till they heard of
Ormond’s being landed, so that few except Seaforth’s clan joyn’d this



little army, which however kcept togather, till General Wightman
marched against them with a strong body of regular troops, in which
were several batallions of Dutch auxiliaries, (for so terribly affraid
were King George and his Ministry, that ‘iho they knew the Duke of
Ormond was driven back, they did not think themselves secure, untill,
at a great expence of money, they brought over these forreign troops,
wherof a good part was sent to Scotland) and after a smart action at
Glenshiles, wherin a considerable number of Wightmans men were
killd, the Highlanders dispersed into the mountains, and the Spanish
batallion surrender’d themselves prisoners of war; Marishall and
other persons of notte lurking in the Highlands till ships were
provyded to carry them off.—In the intervall betwixt the Lord
Marishalls landing, and the accounts of the Duke of Ormonds fate, |
had an oportunity of sending the following Memorial to Marishall,
which I judged might be usefull to him in case the enterprize was like
to goe on; whither it came to his hands, | cant tell.

“The Kings friends are far from being diminished on the south side
of Forth, and are abundantly willing to venture all in his service; but
they have been keept so much at under these three or four years by
past, and so little expected what has of late occurr’d, that most of them
want horses and arms, and it will be no easie matter to procure them;
and as they are surrounded with spys and enemies, and cannot
propose to make such a body as can resist the force that will be sent
against them if they take to the feilds, it is not to be desired or
expected they should rise in arms untill ihere be such a number of
forces near them, as can make a stand, and to which they may resort.
“Tho the King does not want some friends in the western shires, yet
the gross of the people both gentry and commons are either
prysbyterians favourably disposed towards the present Government,
or pritty indifferent as to all Governments whatsoever; but as the far
greatest part of both these have an heartie aversion to the Union, if
once they were throughly convinced that the King’s prosperity would
terminate in the dissolution therof, there is reason to beleive a great
many of the first would be converted, at least so far as to be neutrall,
and most of the others declare for him. And therfor it is thought proper
that the Earl Marishall should publish a Manifesto, in which, after
having at large enumerated the many greivances attending the Union,
such as the decay of trade, and the violation of the Scots libertys and
civil rights, &c. he should declare that it is the King’s intention to
restore his Scots subjects to their ancient rights and independent state,
and that he himself and those with him appear in arms as well to
redeem the nation as restore the King, and that he does therby invite



all his fellow subjects to contribute towards so just, honourable, and
necessary an undertaking. And in this Manifesto, assurance should be
given that a Scots Parliament will be invited to meet as soon as the
posture of affairs will allow the same to assemble, that such laws may
be therin made and past as shall be judged necessary for settling the
peace and tranquillity of the nation and securing the liberties and
religion of the same; and lastly recommend to the several electors in
shy res and burrows to have their thoughts on persons fitt to be
appointed their representatives, when matters of such universal
consequence are to be determin’d.—At present there is none on the
south of Forth to whom the King’s friends can repare for intelligence,
or to have instructions and directions as to their conduct and
measures; and thence it is that there is no correspondence nor concert
amongst them, which in the event may occasion many
inconveniencies: it is therfor proposed that the Earl Marishall would
impower, or at least recommend to a small number of persons, to be
by him named, to meet and concert such measures as to them seems
most conducive to the King’s service, and that with them he would
correspond and give them such directions as from time to time he
shall judge proper: This being done and the King’s friends apprised of
it, their intelligence and measures will be more uniform and regular
than can be expected in their present uncertain state and condition.
And because the Earl Marishall cannot in his present state and
circumstances so well know what persons are in a condition to
execute such a trust, it will not be amiss to mention the Earls of
Eglington and Wigton, the Lord Balmerino, the Bishop of Edinburgh
and Mr. John Paterson, as persons that will be faithfull to the King and
agreeable to his freinds.”

A resolution having been universally taken not to move in Scotland
till England was fairly engaged, this measure was very near being
broke by a peice of odd conduct of Captain Straiton at Edinburgh.
There came, it seems, an unknown fellow to one Mr. Millns, tutor to
Mr. Macdonald yonger of Glengarie, and told him that being a servant
to Cameron of Locheal, he came with him from Spain, and was set on
shoar on the coast of Galloway from the Duke of Ormond’s fleet as it
past by, with orders to goe and acquaint his master’s friends to be
ready to take up arms. Mr. Millns carried this fellow to Captain
Straiton, who with joy heard and gave some credit to what he so
earnestly wished, and was soon confirm’d in the truth therof by a
letter sent express by the Viscount of Stormont, then at his house in
Annandale, giving an account that five or six days befor the date a
large fleet of tall ships, being no doubt Ormond’s fleet, past by that



coast, sailing with a fair wind directly for the west of England.
Straiton having after this no remaining doubts, sent off an express to
acquaint my Lord Nairn in Perth-shire, that the Duke was on the coast
and certainly landed by that time, and desireing His Lordship to
forward the good news to Marishall and other proper persons in the
Highlands, that no time might be lost in drawing to the feilds; and as
he imparted it likwyse to some in and about Edinburgh, the Earl of
Dalhousie and some other gentlemen of that county gott on
horseback, with a resolution to try if they could joyn Ormond, for they
knew there was no possibility of getting up to Marishall; but I
persuaded His Lordship to stop at Selkirk on pretence of seeing the
race? till 1 enquired further into the story, and sent him nottice; and |
went instantly to Edinburgh, where having examin’d Straitons
intelligence, | soon found he was deceived, for | did not think it
probable that Ormond would allow such a fellow to come on shoaTj
when | knew he ahn’d at being himself the first messenger of his
errand: besides, having no credentials from his master, he could doe
no service in the matter he pretended; and he gave 110 tollerable
account of himself, not so much as knowing the name of the port in
Spain from whence his master and he came with the Heet; from all
which I concluded he was a rogue that proposed by this story to gett a
little money, or that he was sett out by some of the Government (who
by this time had certain assurances of the Duke of Ormond’s
misfortune, ‘tho they did not own it) with .a view of persuading some
of the King’s friends to leap at the bait and goe to arms, and therby
afford a handle to ruin them. And as for my Lord Stormont’s
information, | was sure if the fact had been as he represented, wee
must, since the time he mention’d, being eight .or nine days, have had
the certainty of it even in the public!- letters; and | gave the less credit
when | perceived his Lordship’s letter was dated at one in the
morning, about which time I knew he was apt to credit any news that
pleased him. Having joyn’d all these considerations togither, |
immediatly sent to stop Dalhousie; and | dispatched Mr. George
Kinnaird with the utmost expedition to Nairn, to advertise him of the
false intelligence he had gott; for which he gave me afterwards many
thanks, as it was the means of saving him and many others that were
ready and resolved to gett speedily togither and joyn Marishall.

When the Spanish battallion were brought prisoners to Edinburgh,
the officers, who had the liberty of the town, were used by the loyall
party with all the civility and kindness imaginable; but the
Government for a long time refused to advance subsistance money to
them, by which in a little time they were reduced to great straits,



which appeared even in their looks ‘tho their Spainish pride would not
allow them to complain. As | was well acquainted with Don Nicolas
who commanded them, | took the liberty to ask him if he wanted
money; and finding it was so, | told him it was unkind in him to be
thus straitned, when he knew our King, for whose cause he suffer’d,
had so many friends in town that would cheirfully assist him; so |
immediatly gott him credit for as much money as was necessary for
himself and his men, till he gott bills from the Marquis de
Beretti-Landi the Spanish ambassadour in Holland, when he
thankfully repay’d what was advanced to him.

Befor | leave this Spanish affair I must mention a pritty odd story
which | had frum Colonel Guest, a very discreet gentleman and well
disposed to the King. It seems, about the time the Spanish invasion
was discover’d, he was with two or three troops of dragoons quartered
in Stafford shyre or Warwick shyre, but | have forgott which. There
he received orders sign’d by King George himself, directing him, that
if there happen’d any riots or disorders, to burn, shoot, or destroy
without asking questions, for which, and all that he in execution of
these orders should doe contrary to law, he therby previously
indemnifyd him. The Colonel was thunder-struck with these orders,
they were what, on no account, he would execute, neither durst he, for
the people in that country were all well affected to the King, and
would have torn him and his men to peices, and if Ormond had
landed, he must either have surrender’d or joynd them with his men.
Having seriously reflected on these orders, he thought it best to
communicate them to some of the leading gentry of the place, telling
them that he did not know whither they were design’d as a snare to
him or them, that for all their sakes he wisht they would keep the
peace, for as he would not perform what was required, he hoped they
would at the same time prevent his being brought to trouble. This
method was kindly taken, and they assured him he should be safe and
free from all insults, unless there was a general insurrection, when
they would be glad to have him with them. There was accordingly no
disturbance in that place, tho at the same time the people were
prepared and resolved to take the feilds as soon as Ormond landed.
This passage | take nottice of as it seems somewhat a kin to the affair
of Glencoe, and Us probable the like orders were givn to other
officers.

Some months after this Spanish affair was over, and whilst there
appear’d no prospect of any design in favours of the King, | happen’d
one evening to converse at length on the state of his affairs with that
worthy prelate the Bishop of Edinburgh; and he told me that he often



regrated there were no persons here impower’d by him to overlook his
affairs, and give such directions from time to time as should be
thought necessary, that by such an establishment an unity of measures
would be maintain’d amongst the King’s friends, proper schemes
might be concerted and pursued, and many things which did much
harm be prevented. | reply’d that | had long been of the same mind,
particularly since the first news of the Spanish invasion, for at that
time the King’s friends acted without concert, and many
inconveniencies would have happen’d, had the enterprize been
followed out, which I was perswaded would have been prevented if
such a power as he mention’d had been established; and | wisht His
Lordship would propose it to the King. He answered he had done it
above a year agoe in a letter to Mar, which he desired him to
communicate to the King: but as he had no return he suspected that
noble Lord, for reasons best known to himself, did not approve of it
and had not acquainted the King of it; and if that was the case, it was
needless for him to repeat it. | told him if he had no other objection, I
knew how to have the proposall made directly to the King himself, for
my son would be by that time at Rome, and I’d undertake he’d deliver
any memorial or message His Lordship would trust him with; or if he
pleased, and would allow me to use his name, | would acquaint my
son at large of what past in this conversation, and desire him to lay the
same befor His Majestie. This the Bishop heartiely agreed to, and
desired 1 would not neglect it: and as the King could not at the
distance he was, and during the present situation of affairs, be so well
apprised of persons characters and circumstances as was needfull, in
making such a choice as would answer the purpose with respect to
their capacity and being agreeable to his friends, he judged it
necessary to mention a certain number who wee reckon’d well
qualifyd might be trusted and would be generally agreeable. And in
concerting this list, wee had under consideration, that it should consist
of persons not absolutly dependant on either Mar or Marishall and the
party that joyn’d with him in opposition to the other, at least that there
should be a mixture of both their friends, that so the measure might
not appear to be a party bussiness, but really calculated for the King’s
service, without any by views whatsoever; and wee accordingly
pitched upon the Earls of Eglington and Wigton, the Lord Balmerino,
the Bishop of Edinburgh, Mr. Paterson of Prestonhall, and Captain
Straiton. The Bishop desired | would add my self, but that i declin’d,
seeing the motion was to come from me, and my son to be the actor in
it. Against these wee reckon’d there could be no exceptions, and most
of them liv’d near Edinburgh or were frequently there, and at hand to
act as occasion oflfer’d.



I lost no time in writing to my son on the subject, setting furth at
length the many inconveniencies that had happend from the want of
such a power lodged in proper hands, and the great advantages which
in all probability would attend it, when duely executed; desireing him
to demand a private audience of the King, and from the Bishop and
me lay this proposal befor him At the same time, when | reflected on
what the Bishop told me of his suspicion that Mar did not
communicate to the King such proposals as he himself did not
previously relish, and the return | gott to what | had wrote concerning
Argyle, | judged it not amiss once more to try if | could bring that
project to bear, especially seeing by some late correspondence with
Midleton, | found it was still practicable, and | instructed my son to
acquaint the King at length, with all the reasons | had to hope such a
treaty might be happyly accomplish!, if he would be pleased to send
me a letter to His Grace, kindly inviting him to come into his
measures, but withall requiring as a preliminary that he would give his
royall promise to communicate this proposal and what should follow
theron to no soul living, for otherwyse | knew it would be in vain for
me to think of serving him in it. And as it was probable the King
would communicate the first proposal to Mr. James Murray, and that
he would endeavour to have his father the Viscount of Stormont
added to the list; by the Bishop’s allowance | acquainted my son, that
in case he found it so, that he should frankly tell the King he was
directed to inform him, that no body would undertake his service in
conjunction with that Lord, who knew not what it was to keep a
secreet, and had not resolution necessary for those imployd in such
matters; which caveat was very seasonable, as it prevented his being
named. My letter having gone safe to my son, he executed what was
committed to his charge, and | received the following letter” from
him.

“Rome, February 20, 1720.

“Last post in a short letter | acquainted you that your former letters
were come safe, particularly those relating to the Commission you
proposed and Argyle’s affair. | don’t know if | had time to tell you,
that two or three days after receiving yours, | bad a long discourse
with the King on these points; but if not, I now take the liberty to tell
you, that, for the sake of my memory, | transcribed the passages in
your letter that related to the two different affairs contain’d in it; after
reading, he desired me leave them with him, and then after many kind
acknowledgements of your friendship to him, told me he had never

" Received 15 Aprile, 1720.



heard any thing of these matters befor; so it seems all the letters on
these subjects have either been suppressed or miscarried. He was
befor hand with me as to Argyle’s capacity and usefullness, if he
would but accept and help to manage his affairs, and he promised to
be very cautious. He sett about the Commission next day as he told
me, and a coppy is sent to Captain Straiton. Its true some people are
putt in more than you named, but | fancy my Lord Dun won’t medle in
it. I mention’d this to Mr. Murray, but he answer’d, if they would not
medle, the King at least shew’d them his good will, and they would be
his fast friends afterwards. It is but two hours agoe that he sent for me
and delivered the inclosed; he was pleased to communicate his
reasons for not writing a formall letter to Argyle, and said he was very
hopefull he had given you so many good reasons as would satisfy you;
so since | can but repeat or putt in a worse light what he has writt, it is
better in my opinion to referr you to the inclosed letter. | beg’d him to
look on the affair in general as the effect of your zeal for his service.

“In all this matter I am sure you and | have done our duty, of which
he seems very sensible, and in many respects deserves all the service
his friends can doe for him. I had almost forgott to tell you that at
parting he desired me to make his compliments to you, and that you
would write frequently to him, and that he expected you would all in
general acquaint him of such storys as were writt home and spred
abroad in order to divide his friends and lessen the good opinion
people had of his servants here. To this | made a bow but no answer,
as | did not well understand his meaning, and won’t allow my self to
beleive he’d have you or any of these gentlemen turn tale-bearers or
tatlers. Murray mention’d the same thing more fully to me; and |
answer’d, | was persuaded these gentlemen would doe the King all the
service they could, but that many storys were told not worth the
reporting or taking nottice of. I should think my self much to blame
did | not communicate to you, that, to my great surprize, | find
Colonel Hay is let in to the story of Argyle; how farr that is consistent
with your inclinations and the King’s promise, | know not. I am
affraid it proceeds from a mistake in his beleiving that himself and his
servant are but one and the same person; however that be, you will act
in it as you judge most safe for your friend and your self. Let me have
your sentiments, and beleive me to be

“Yours &c.”

The following letter from the King is what was inclosed in the
above.

“February 15, 1720.



“l saw a few days agoe a paper you sent hither for my perusal, in
which | remarked, with pleasure, that same good sense and affection
for me I all ways found in you and of which I am truely sensible. I am
entirely convinced of the advantage it would be to my affairs that
some persons of weight and prudence should frequently conferr
togithcr and communicate to me their opinion and reflections on
matters, and at the same time, on proper occasions, give such advice
to the rest of my friends, as might conduce to our common good. To
appoint a certain number of persons for this effect by commission is
by no means at this time adviseable, because of the inconveniencies it
might draw sooner or latter on the persons concern’d; since it could
not but be expected that the present Government would at long run be
inform’d of such a paper, which by its nature must be known to a great
number of people; besides that many who might be most fitt to
discharge such a trust, might with reason not be fond of having their
names exposed in such a matter; while on the other hand numbers
might be disobliged for not having a share where it is not possible all
can be concern’d; but | think all these inconveniencies may be
obviated, the intent of the proposal comply’d with, and equall
advantages drawn from it, if the persons named below, or some of
them, would meet and consult togather for the intents above
mention’d. The persons you propose | entirely approve, to witt, the
Earls of Eglington and Wigton, Lord Balmerino, the Bishop of
Edinburgh, Mr. Paterson and Captain Straiton, to whom I would have
added Mr. Harry Maul, Sir John Ereskine, Lord Dun, Powrie and
Glengary. Now as these gentlemen want, | know, no spur to their zeal
for my service, and that out of regard to them, | am unwilling to write
directly at present to them, I am persuaded that when this letter is
communicated to them, they will willingly enter into what is proposed
for our mutuall advantage; and to make the thing easier to you, | send
a duplicate of this to Straiton, that either by him or you it may be
communicated to the persons concernd, with all that is kind to them in
my name; and if any of them are desireous upon occasions to consult
others not named in this letter, | shall entirely approve it; but what |
desire may be the first point settled is that of a regular correspondence
with me. For which end, if Straiton is not sufficient, | shall approve of
any person my friends shall appoint for that effect, as | have already
that one Mr. Cowpar should be assisting to Straiton on occasions,
Brigadeer Campbell having represented him to me as one agreeable to
them; but whoever is appointed, as | may say, the secretary of my
friends with you, should be very particular in hisaccounts, and inform
me of the different advices; and as enemies are not wanting who
officiously spred storys to dishearten or disunite my friends, it will be



also convenient that such reports be also communicated to me, to the
end that things, on occasions, may be putt in their true light, and that
persons may not be imposed upon by lyes or malicious insinuations. |
was heartiely glad to find by a letter | lately received from your parts
that friends there continue to have the same good opinion of Mar he
ever deserved, and | dare answer for him ever will. I am doing all that
lys in my power towards his liberty, and | hope a peace will soon
restore me so worthy and usefull a servant; and in the mean time when
| doe not write to your party my self, | shall make James Murray doe
it, who having had for many years the lives and fortunes of the most
considerable in England in his hands, will make any of yours very
safe there also. | think | have no more to say to the proposal you have
made me as your opinion and that of several others, and by the method
here prescrived | think wee reap all the benefit without inconvenience.
The good and wellfare of your country is what | ever shall have at
heart, and | shall ahvyse with pleasure enter into what is proposed for
that end, which with the assurance of my particular regard and
kindness for you is all I have to say. &c.”

Inregard | would not take upon me to act as a trustee, because | was
not expressly named in the above letter, Captain Straiton acquainted
Mr. Murray therof, and the King was pleased to add me to the number,
by a letter to Straiton of which this is a coppy.

“June 14th, 1720.

“l perceive by yours to Murray that in a paper latly sent you Mr.
Lockharts name was forgott; it was only an error in coppying, for it
alwyse was and it is my intention that he should be of the number.”

Besides this first letter (which was to be communicate as a warrant
to others) I at the same time receiv’d the following letter from the
King:

“February 17th, 1720.

“After having writt to you my opinion in most of our private
concerns, | must mention here one article, which I entirely agree with
you is of the greatest importance. No body can have a more just value
and esteem for the great lawyer (i. e. the Duke of Argyle) you mention
than | have; the consequence of gaining him is obvious, and towards
that, nothing shall be neglected by me, since what is past shall never
be a hindrance to his being used as a true friend by me, if he proves
himself such hereafter. After this, | doe not entirely agree with you in
the ways and means to be made use of, having reasons not to write as
you propose, till such time as you acquaint me that a letter will be



acceptable; your intimacie with him makes you the properest person
to feel his pulse, and that should, I think, preceed all other steps. You
can take a proper time to bring on the discourse, inform him of my
sentiments, and remove all jealousie or uneasiness on account of past
transactions; and if, upon his entering into the matter, you find a letter
would be relished, | shall then write it and send it to you, taking my
rise from your conversation. | take this to be the most prudent and
effectuall way of proceeding, and if you can bring this affair to a good
issue, it is a favour | shall ever acknowledge, as I shall your endevours
towards it whatever the event may be. | am far from thinking any step
of this kind dishonourable; for in my case, whatever is not unjust can
never be against honour, since the gain of my suit is what | am
resolved to pursue by all lawfull means; and for the necessary secret
you recommend, you may be assured that all due regard to it shall be
had on all accounts. | have had occasion of late of seeing your son,
who hath a very good character, and who will, I doubt not, continue to
deserve the friendship of those who are sincere friends to his family.
The regard now shewn to your advice will, | hope, encourage you to
continue to let me partake of it on proper occasions, and you will but
doe me justice in beleiving me full of gratitude and esteem for you,
being

ever
“Your &c.”

Upon the recept of this letter, I immediatly made the following
return, but omitted to mark down the date therof.

“Sir—Being, at the time of receiving your letter and writing of this,
at some miles distant from Straiten, with whom it is necessary | talk,
befor | can say any thing distinctly on the contents of yours, | would
not however delay making my very humble acknowledgements for
the honour you doe me in reposeing any the least trust in me, and in a
particular manner for the regard you have been pleased to shew my
son; that he may truely merit the continuation of your favourable
opinion, is my utmost desire, and | hope his highest ambition. | dare
confidently affirm | never entered into any measure nor gave any
advice that did not, according to the best of my judgment, appear for
your interest and service. That of late, with respect to the
Commission, was the joynt and concurring opinion of several very
sufficient well designing persons, and | make no question, if duly and
discreetly executed, but it will turn to good account; one thing | am
sure of, that many inconveniencies arose on many occasions for the
want of it. The other matter, relating to Argyle, did come indeed only



from my self, the nature of the affair being such as required that no
other person whatsoever should be privy to it. But as what | proposed
proceeded altogather from a good intention, | submitted all and every
part of the scheme to you, with whom | readily agree, that befor the
attempt is made, it is highly expedient to sound the other’s pulse, and
be assured of its success; and for no other reason did | propose the
letter’s being sent, but that no time might be lost in striking the iron
when it is duely heated. But since another course is, by a much more
sufficient judge in such matters, thought reasonable, | very readily
succumb therto, and will not fail to use my utmost endevours; with
what success, its impossible just now to tell or so much as guess; yet
notwithstanding all that has of late occurr’d, 1 am far from thinking
the game irretrivable, ‘tho not so probable, as some few years agoe
when | proposed it. The result of my endevours in this affair shall be
communicate to you, not doubting of that profound secrecy on which
the success so absolutly depends. | have nothing more to trouble you
with at present, but to beg you’l doe me the justice to beleive there is
nothing | so much covet, as to deserve and obtain the character of
being

“Yours &c.”

I own | was a little surprized at the King’s niceness in writing to the
Duke, and I did not think it expedient to broach this matter to the
Duke without having vouchers for what | was to say and the hopes |
was to give him, that matters should be adjusted to his satisfaction;
but what cheifly influenced me to drop the attempt for some time was
Colonel Hay’s being apprised of it; for besides that I could not in
honour assure the Duke that this matter was to be managed wholly
betwixt the King and him when | knew others had already nottice of it,
| could easiely foresee if ever this matter was discover’d, the Duke
would think I had not done fairly with him, and never more confide in
me; and | had reason to fear the worst, seeing | understood Captain
Straiton, by some intelligence | beleive from Rome, had smoakt my
design, and was so imprudent as to exclaim against it to some of my
friends, alleging it was a jest to attempt it, and that the Duke was not
to be trusted, even ‘tho he engaged; which I reckond did proceed from
his friendship and attachment to Mar; so that in the mean time | was
obliged to suspend all thoughts of moving in this affair, and even be at
pains to cause the Captain beleive | was now of my self convinced it
was a chimerical scheme, as he was pleased to term it; with a
resolution however of prosecuting it whenever | saw a fitt oportunity;
but befor that happen’d, His Grace had left the prince and made up
matters with the Ministry, and was made lord high chamberland of the



household; after which there were no further thoughts to be
entertain’d of gaining him.

With the first oportunity, | acquainted the several persons of the
honour they had received from the King by the trust he had placed in
them, and they all frankly undertook the office; but in regard many
inconveniencies would follow a discovery therof, and that there was
no occasion just now to act or let their powers be known, even to the
loyall party, they all seem’d inclin’d that the letter, naming and
impowering them to act for the King in his affairs, should remain with
me, and that when any thing occurrd, wherin their directions here or
their advice to the King were necessary, that | should state the matter
to such of them as | could conveniently meet with, and from their
several sentiments give the proper instructions here with due caution,
and communicate their opinions to the King, and when any
commands came from him to them, which they desired might be
address’d to me, that I should take the like method to apprize them
therof.

Befor these above recited letters from the King came to my hands,
the Bishop of Edinburgh, to the irreparable loss of Church and King,
departed this life. And it being absolutly necessary that some one of
the Bishops should be appointed to reside at Edinburgh and take the
cheif government of the Church upon him, there was some
appearance of factions and divisions amongst the Episcopall clergy on
this head; but Mr. Paterson and | keept closs in town with them, and
were at much pains to prevail with them to take no resolutions till the
College of Bishops were conveen’d. And as it was of great
importance that one of a good character was made choice of for this
charge, wee earnestly recommended Bishop Fullerton, as he was
qualify’d for the trust, and in some respects entitled to it, being the
senior Bishop of those now alive. In a short time the Bishops mett
and, with the concurrence of the prysbyters of that diocess, made
choice of him to be Bishop of Edinburgh; and to encourage him the
more cheerfully to undertake it, | engaged to gett a hundred pounds
sterling per annum settled upon him by a certain number of well
disposed persons, to enable him to bear the charges of living at
Edinburgh; which was accordingly perform’d. ‘Tho the King should
have been acquainted of this choice, and his approbation obtain’d, yet
because it was not adviseable to delay it, least the clergy had split and
divided, it was thought sufficient that his trustees here did approve of
it. However it was proper to communicate this step to the King, and to
desire he would write a letter to the clergy, recommending unity
amongst themselves and obedience to their superiours, particularly to



Bishop Fullerton, who was appointed Prime of the College of Bishops
as well as Bishop of Edinburgh; and accordingly | wrote the following
letter on this subject and that of the trustees:

“25 April, 1720,

“Sir—Since my last to you | have seen almost all those people
mention’d in your last letter to me, and to those few | did not see, |
writt an account of your sentiments and resolutions. All of them
highly approve the measure, and will cheirfully perform what is
required of them; but in regard there is not an immediate occasion for
them to act, they think it proper to conceal the measure, untill the
propaleing of it may be of use, least in the interim some people being
inform’d therof, and finding themselves not included, might perhaps
be somewhat disgusted and doe a world of mischeif. This they desired
me to communicate to you; but the cheif reason of my troubling you at
this time is the state of the Church.

“You are not a stranger to the great honour and reputation the Scots
episcopall clergy have justly gaind by their unshaken constancy and
uninterrupted unity, from the commencement of their misfortunes to
this time, and that the same may be in a great measure imputed to the
prudent conduct of the late Bishop of Edinburgh. Now that he is dead,
and no other of the old bishops alive, the care of the Church does
naturally fall to those who of late years have, for the preserving of the
succession, been consecrated bishops, of which there are six now
extant, and of these, Mr. Fullerton is the senior bishop; and
consequently it seems reasonable that he should have the preference
and be appointed to act the part of the late Bishop of Edinburgh, to
whom all the other bishops and the clergy, after the death of the
Archbishop of St. Andrews, gave due obedience. And indeed it is very
lucky that matters stand thus, for it is a question if any of the other
bishops are so well qualifyd to discharge that trust; but as he has not
the advantage (as had the late Bishop of Edinburgh, by being virtute
officii vicar general during the vacancie of the sea of St. Andrews) of
any tittle to support his authority, it is thought this defect may be
supplyd by a letter from you (to be communicated with all prudence
and discretion to the clergy) intimating that as their unity and the
regard they shewed to the late Bishop of Edinburgh did prove much
for their honour and interest, you recommend to them the like conduct
for the future, and particularly seeing Mr. Fullerton is the senior
bishop and a person of known abilities and merit, that they would
have regard to his opinion in all matters relating to the Church. This is
the opinion of the Lord Balmerino, Lord Dun, and several others that
look after your affairs, and it is by their express direction that I lay this



proposal befor you, that if it is approved by you, you’l be pleased to
transmit! such a letter to me as soon as possible, least difficulties arise
and inconveniences happen; especially seeing wee hear that Mr.
Archibald Campbell (who, ‘tho adorn’d with none of these
qualifications requisite in a bishop, and remarkable for some things
inconsistant with the character of a gentleman, was most imprudently
consecrated some years agoe) is coming here from London, with a
view of forming a party and propagating these doctrines which were
at least unseasonably broached some few years agoe in England. As
both clergy and laytie have a great regard for Bishop Fullerton and
contempt of the other, it is probable he will make few proselyts;
however it is still fitt to provyde against the worst, and leave nothing
undone to prevent a breach which would be attended with bad
consequences with respect to both Crown and Mitre. If you approve
of what is here proposed, give me leave to sugest that it will be proper
you signify your inclination that he should be added to the number of
those you have appointed to inspect your affairs; and, for certain
reasons, | could wish the Earl of Dalhousie was likewyse added; he is
a person of great honour and integrity, and the fittest perhaps in this
part of the country to be at the head of an army, having been bred a
souldier from his infancy, and a man of undoubted courage and
resolution. Bishop Fullerton is come to town, and wee think it will be
necessary that hence forwards he reside constantly there; but as it is
unreasonable he should be at so great a charge in serving the publick,
‘tho he has a handsome little estate of his own, a certain number of
people have resolved to contribute annually such a sum as will
sufficiently enable him to support his character, and make up the odds
of his living retiredly at home and publickly at Edinburgh. I am

“Yours &c.”

The King, as was proposed to him, quickly sent a letter to Bishop
Fullerton as follows:

“Albano, June 12th, 1720.

“The perfect knowledge | have, and the great sense | retain of the
worth and loyallty of the Scots episcopal clergy, makes me at all times
desireous to provyde as much as in me lies for what® ever may
conduce to their honour and our mutuall advantage. It was these
sentiments that made me regrate the more sensibly the loss of the late
Bishop of Edinburgh, who, besides his personal singular merit, had
for so many years, with an indefaticable zeal and application, both by
his authority and example, entertain’d and supported among the
clergy that union and attachement to my just cause which cannot but



recommend them to all honest men, and much conduce both to their
and my interest. | am sensible it is not easie to repare the great loss
wee have made of him; and on t’other hand | think it absolutly
necessary for our mutuall advantage that some one person should in
some measure fill his place, by following his example towards the
clergy, and receiving from them that deference and regard which
t’other did. I know none so equall to such a trust and charge as
yourself, and therfor I hope you will not grudge undertaking the
trouble of it; and considering that our present circumstances render it
impracticable to comply with certain forms, | am persuaded that my
expressing here how much | desire that the Scots clergy should shew
you the same respect and deference that they did to the Bishop of
Edinburgh, will be sufficient to make them concurr with you in all
matters which may tend to our mutuall advantage. | desire you will
communicate this when convenient andneedfull; and when those
concern’d see the regard | have for the Church of Scotland, and the
sense | have of their particular loyalty, |1 doubt not of their ready
complyance to what | propose only for the common good. You
willsufficiently find by this the confidence and esteem | have for you;
| doe not fear being disappointed, and all | have in particular to
recommend to you is, the preaching of union and charity both to
clergy and layty, since it is that alone that can with God’s blessing
make us see an end of our misfortunes: both while they last, and after
it may please God to put a period to them, the wellfare of the Scots
clergy I shall ever have at heart, as | shall at all times be desireous of
shewing you the deep sense | have of your personall merit, and
attachement to me and my just cause.”

| delivered the above letter to Bishop Fullerton, it being inclosed to
me within the following letter from the King, of the same date with
the other.

“|l received yours of the 25th April some days agoe, and you will
see by the inclosed letter how much | approve of the proposal you
made me in the name of the Lord Balmerino, Lord Dun, and several
more of those who look after my affairs. My letter on that subject is so
full that I need not enlarge upon it here; | hope it will give satisfaction,
and if it takes effect, | am sure it will be of advantage. It is my
intention that Bishop Fullerton should be added to the number of
those to whose care my affairs with you are more particularly
recommended. This step | think both necessary and unavoidable, and
| desire that you will communicate it to him, since | could not mention
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this particular in my letter to himself, which will be shewn to so many
persons. It was what | think no more than prudence required, to
conceal at this time the confidence | placed of late in some of your
hands; and the same reasons which hinder’d your publishing that
commission makes me think it not adviseable at this time to add any
new person to it; but this need not hinder you from saying all that is
kind in my name to the Earl of Dalhousie, nor from consulting him in
my affairs as occasion offers, with which he must be satisfy’d that it is
particular reasons, and not want of confidence in him, which hinders
my adding his name to the rest. | shall take it extreamly kindly of
those who will enable Bishop Fullerton to support the expence his
new character must putt him to, and which I would let no body doe but
my self, did my present circumstances allow of my so doing.

“l have now answer’d all the particulars of your letter, and was
extream glad to find by it that some general directions I had lately sent
had been approved of and were acceptable to the persons concern’d;
but it would appear to me that some letter of yours must have
miscarried, for I received no other letter from you but that of the 25th
of April since you received mine, which related to the particular
directions above mention’d. Wee are come here into the country for a
few weeks, and the Queen contimies very well with her big belly;
which is all I shall say here, having nothing to add to a long letter |
lately writ to Straiton. In whatever form you write to me, your letters
will alwyse be agreeable; | heartily wish you good health, and desire
you may make my kind compliments to all friends with you. You may
be alwyse assurd of my particular kindness.”

Within this letter (writt by his secretary and sign’d by himself) was
a little notte, under the King’s own hand, seald up in these words—" |
am very impatient to have your answer to what | wrote about Argyle;
this would seem a proper juncture to press him closs on a certain
point, and if he understood things right, he would be easiely
convinced that he would find his account in befriending me.”

Some little time after Bishop Fullerton was elected Prime and
appointed to reside at Edinburgh, the College of Bishops sent an
humble address to the King with an account of their proceedings, to
which they had the following return:

“Rome, July 2d, 1720.

“Wee received with particular pleasure the first assurances you
gave us of your loyalty, and of your affection to our person and
family, by your address of the 5th of May. Wee have the deepest sense
of the sufferings that the bishops and clergy of the Church of Scotland



have undergone at all times for their firm adherence to our family, and
will not fail to give them the strongest marks of our protection,
gratitude, and esteem, when it shall please God to putt us in
possession of our kingdomes. It is a satisfaction to us to know that the
bishops who survived the unhappy revolution in our kingdoms, have
promotted persons of your characters to their order; and since the
circumstances of past times have not permitted certain formes to be
observed, wee think it proper hereby to approve of your promotion, in
so far as our authority is necessary to it by the laws and constitution of
that our ancient kingdom: but as to such future promotions as may be
thought necessary for the preservation of your order, wee think it
equally for our service, and that of your Church, that notwithstanding
our present distance from you, you should propose to us such persons
as you may think most worthy to be raised to that dignity. Wee shall,
you may be assured, have all possible regard for your opinion in such
cases, and ever be willing to give you marks of our favour and
protection, and of ouf particular esteem for your persons.”

The Dutches of Perth having carried off her sons to France, so soon
as she heard of the Duke their fathers death, | was desired by the
friends of the family, and directed by some of the trustees, to write to
Mr. Murray on that subject as follows:

“August 2d, 1720.

“Sir—Yours came safe to my hands some days agoe; as | need not
tell you with what satisfaction | heard of my old friend’s being well,
neither need | insist on the pleasure that the King’s freinds received
from peruseing his letter to them, seeing it not only contain’d a good
account of himself and his family, but likewyse some reasons to hope
his affairs were on the mending hand, which in truth is as much
wanted as earnestly desired. The troubles and crosses he meets with,
are what he hath been too much accustomed to, and the natural
consequences of having to deal with a sett of men whom no rules of
honour or bonds of society can bind. However, as | will never doubt
but sooner or latter, Providence will favour him, in all events my poor
endevours shall never be wanting to doe him all the service | am
capable of, and | know nothing can contribute more towards
redressing his injuries, than a good understanding amongst all who
are on his interest; and | never will be persuaded that he who’s
directed by the smallest selfish view in the present state of affairs, can
have the least title to be reputed an honest or loyall man, and therfor |
must own that the accounts he gave of the harmony amongst his
servants was extreamly agreeable to me, and gives great
encouragement to all his friends, and the continuing therof should be



recommended as the unum necessarium.

“The Kings affairs here at present afford very little for the subject
of an epistle, matters being at a stand, and people waiting to see what
arises from the present state of Europe. As for Britain, tis plain there
must be some very extraordinary turn, for, as | take it, the Constitution
is wholly subverted, the whole power being now lodged in the hands
of the South-Sea Company, which is now become absolute masters of
all the money, and have established such an interest, that King Lords
and Commons joyntly or separatly are meer names. Many (and those
for the most part little scrub fellows) are said to have made vast
estates; but for my part | cannot see thro it; tis like a meditation on
eternity, that appears the more incomprehensible the more narrowly it
is canvass’d. One thing is plain, the Company has no fund to pay at
the rate of half a crown interest on the 100 pounds, as the stock is now
sold at, nor is there, | beleive, as much species in Europe as what the
stock is now screw’d up to; so that how these new rich men will draw
their effects, is more thari | can see through, unless, as is talked and
too probable, an act pass next parliament obliging the South-Sea bills
to pass as specie; and what confusion this in the event will occasion is
veryobvious. So that | doe conclude this stupenduous structure will
terminate in some very extraordinary event, which at present noe man
can foretell, only in so far that it may come to have a quite contrary
effect from what is design’d by it.

“Wee’ve now reason to think that the ensuing will be the last
session of this Parliament, and all hands are already at work against
the elections; but | dont hear of any of the King’s friends that resolve
to concern themselves in the matter, so that the squable in Scotland
will lye betwixt the Squadrone and Argyle. | had the honour of a visit
the other day from the latter, and a long conversation with him, which
may probably pave the way to talk more freely on other subjects ere
long.

“Those to whom the King has committed the inspection of his
affairs, are extreamly glad he approves the method they take, and
which they are resolved to follow out till an alteration will be of use.in
his affairs. Ther’s one thing however | am directed to represent to you
by some of them on whose judgement and experience in bussiness, as
well as affection and zeal to the King ther’s sufficient ground to rely,
which is with respect to the present Duke of Perth. The concern which
the King expresses for the loss of his worthy father, gives them reason
to hope he will more readily harken to what is so necessary for the
preservation of his family. To proceed then to the matter; | suppose
you know that about the very instant that the news of the father’s



death reach’d this, the mother went off in a ship with her son, without
communicating her design to any of his relations, and is now with him
in France, and this step is like to prove very prejudiciall both to the
King and to that family. To the first, as it gives a handle to the Whigs
to make a terrible outcry, that here is the heir of a noble family carryd
off from his friends, and what may they not expect and dread from the
Papists, were the King on the throne, when they presume to act after
such a manner in the present situation of their affairs. As to the family,
it will in all probability prove its utter ruin, for whilst matters stand
thus, the valuable Logic will not take on him to act as tutor in law; and
ther’s ground to beleive the Exchequer will putt it into the hands of a
parcell of relations (such as Roxburrow, &c.) who having other both
particular and general views, will act in a manner that must have fatal
consequences with respect to the heir and the clan. Besides, tis but too
certain that they’r already beginning to whisper of Lundie’s title as
next protestant heir, and in all probability will, in due time, take the
advantage of the law relative therto. The relations therfor of the
family, and several of the King’s trustees are, on these accounts,
humbly of opinion, that the King could not doe a more popular action
than to interest himself in this matter, and, by his interposition, prevail
with those of the child’s relations as are at Paris to send him back to
Logic; and t’is beleived they will not dare oppose or counteract the
King’s inclinations in the matter. At first view it may seem hard to
desire and unreasonable to expect the King should act such a part,
seeing, no doubt, religion will be the pretence to justify what has been
done. But, with submission, it may be putt on another bottom; for here
is a child (the custody of whom, by the present laws, belongs to
another, who alone, by his acting, is capable to preserve the family)
taken or rather stolen away by his mother, who, without respect to
religion, has no right or claim to the disposeing of his person; so that
the restoreing him to his tutor is no more than what is agreeable to the
municipal laws of the land with respect to his civill interest. And as he
Is yong, he has time enough to think of choicing or at least declareing
his religion; wheras if he continue where he is, all the advantages that
can possibly arise to his unnatural relations will be taken, and perhaps
a sequestration follow, which, were he at home, could not be
demanded and obtain’d till he be 15 years old; and what may happen
betwixt this and then, he’s wiser than | that can tell. A great deal more
than | have urged will occurr to you on considering the natural
consequences of such an affair, and therfor ‘tis recommended to you
to lay it befor His Majestie. One thing | may affirm, that as the favour
shewn to his protestant subjects, at Mr. Packingtons interrment, was
very agreeable to all his friends, and did him good service with the



Church party in England, his interposeing and obtaining a just redress
in this matter would be duely improven, and tend much to his
advantage.

“I have little more to add, but that wee long impatiently to hear of
the Queen’s delivery. Your frequently remember’d when your friends
can meet togither. Bishop Fullerton is not yet come to reside in toun,
but | expect him in a few weeks, and then I’ll putt into his hands the
King’s letter, which can’t fail to have the design’d good effects. | have
no more to say to my good old friend but that 1 am entirely his.”

From Mr. Murray | gott this return’;
“September 20th, 1720.

“Sir—I received yours a few days agoe, of the 2d of August, which
was most agreeable to me, as every instance of your friendship and
remembrance will alwyse be. The King is very well, and desires to be
remember’d kindly to you and his other friends. Nothing can be more
agreeable to him than a good understanding amongst his friends
where you are, and he relys upon you as one who will use all friendly
offices in order to it. Such of them as are here, | must say, agree as
well as can be expected, ‘tho I beleive, in the present situation of
affairs, the King almost despairs of seeing all of them long pleased
with any one he shall entrust more immediatly with his affairs; which
disposition is less or more incident to mankind in general, but move
particularly to people in their circumstances. | need not say any more
at present of this matter, because he is to write himself in a little time
upon it, and to inform his friends of the measures that the necessity of
his affairs will oblige him to take in that respect. As a friend of mine, |
cannot hinder myself from letting you know that | have reason to hope
they will be such as will no ways tend to my dishonour, and will
extreamly contribute to my repose; and | hope the concern you’r so
good to have in what regards your old friend and servant, will make
you share in this and every other thing which happens to his
satisfaction.

“l have read your letter to the King, who, you may beleive, gave
particular attention to that part of it which relates to the Duke of Perth.
| shall state to you what has past as to this affair, and then | will leave
it to you to judge, whither the King has not all along acted the most
prudent and reasonable part in that matter. The Dutches carried her
son to France upon orders she received from the late Duke whilst he
was in Italy, which were renew’d by him from Spain. Upon her
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arrivall at Paris she wrote a letter to the King informing him of the
steps she had made, and that it was in order to educate him in the
inclinations of his father as to King and religion. The King return’d
her a civill answer, thanking her kindly for her good endevours as to
the first, but did not say one word to approve of her intentions as to the
second. Some time after, he was again writt to, upon an apprehension
that King George might, at the desire of the Duke of Roxburrow, take
measures to force the yong Duke back, and was entreated to use his
endevours in France to prevent it; and ‘tho, upon this representation,
there appeard a danger of his yong friend’s falling into the hands the
most disagreeable to him in tlve worlds yet so carefull was he not to
medle in any thing which concern’d the religion of one of his friends,
or which might indirectly approve of what the Dutchess has done, that
he declin’d medling in the matter. Now, Sir, pray consider what can
the King doe on t’other hand, if it were reasonable for him to interpose
now in an affair of which he has hitherto keept himself clear upon so
good reasons. The Dutchess is now in Scotland, and in her absence
you may beleive no body at Paris can doe any thing, and if he should
write to her, it would only procure an answer that her conscience was
concern’d in that matter, to which you know he could make no reply;
so that from any measure of this kind he could not propose to be able
to answer the intentions of the Duke’s friends, and would break a rule
he has established to him self, never to medle in what concerns the
religion of any of his friends. He is concern’d to find from the account
you give of this affair that the family is like to suffer, and would doe
with particular pleasure any thing in his power to prevent it. He hopes
the Dutchess will, upon the application of the friends of the family,
doe what, is reasonable upon this occasion; but if she should not, it is
hard the Duke should suffer by his friends being disobliged at the
behaviour of a woman. He is perfectly well acquainted with the merit
and worthy character of our valueable friend Logie, and he hopes,
beside the tye of friendship and relation to the late Duke, it may be a
strong motive with him to doe what he can for the present good of the
yong Duke, when you tell him that he cannot possibly by any instance
add more to the obligations the King has already to him. You’l be
pleased to assure the Duke’s friends of my earnest desire to have
served him and them upon this occasion, and of the King’s being
ready to have done every thing that was proper on his part; but
considering the state of this affair, he hopes both you and they will be
of opinion that it is not a thing he could have medled in very fittly, and
that if he had interposed in it, there was no reasonable prospect of his
being able to gratify the desire of the Dukes friends.



“I have address’d this according to your directions, which was most
reasonable, and shall continue to doe so, with what other | may have
occasion to write to you; after which I cannot but recommend it to you
to be well with Captain Straiton, for you know he is an honest man,
and in such, small infirmities are to be overlooks All goes extreamly
well as to the Queen, but there has been a considerable mistake, in so
much that upon a consultation held a few days agoe, it seems almost
certain that she will not be .brought to bed befor the letter end of
November at soonest. However, a delay of two months is not material
in a matter of that kind. | beg the favour of you to remember me to all
friends, and to be persuaded with what esteem and respect | am &c.”

Upon the 22d of December 1720, and the 20th of January 1721, |
wrote two letters to Mr. Murray, wherof (having only reserv’d the
heads and not compleat coppys) | here insert the substance.—I
acquainted him that the divisions and animosities amongst the King’s
servants abroad gave great pleasure and diversion to his and their
enemies, and occasion’d much grelf to his friends here; that ‘tho they
had no regard to their King and countrys service, their own interest
seem to require they should live in a friendly manner, for people here
began to imagine that such ruptures must proceed from the want of
either good sense and prudence or true loyalty and zeal for their
Master, and entertain’d a very bad opinion of all who contributed to
measures so pernicious to the King and his faithfull subjects; and
therfor 1 recommended above all things, that a strick friendship and
good correspondence might be established amongst the loyal party at
home and abroad, without which, people would have small
encouragement to engage with any tollerable view of success in the
King’s affairs.

| told him that I had communicated his last letter to the Duke of
Perth’s friends, who were extreamly well satisfyd with the part which
the King had acted, and desired me to return their most humble and
dutifull thanks for the great honour he had done that family in the
concern he had exprcsst for it.

And wheras the King had not long agoe named Mr. Freebaini to be
a bishop, and directed that he should be consecrated, | acquainted Mr.
Murray that | found this step was not agreeable to, and approved of by
the clergy, both on account of the person named and the manner of
doing it; that ‘tho he was not under any bad character, they did not
think him adorn’d with those qualifications of learning, good sense,
and the like, so necessary in one of that station, and that he was in no
reputation amongst his brethren, or the layty of his communion; that
as the King at the distance he was, and from the little knowledge and



experience he had of private mens character and circumstances, could
not judge thorowly so as to be sure of making a right choice, it was
hoped that befor he proceeded to a nomination, he would have
consulted with the Bishops; that as this method would prevent his
making a bad choice, it would endear him much to the clergy, and be
attended with this further benefit, that it would prevent his being
solicited and obliged perhaps to give denyalls, for were it known that
he made no such promotions but by the advice and approbation of the
Bishops, people would apply to them befor they presum’d to teaze
him with solicitations. And therfor | recommended to Mr. Murray to
lay this befor the King, adding withall that he himself was so much the
more bound to doe so, in regard he was generally blam’d for having
advised the King to this step.

Antony Osburn, an old acquaintance of Mr. Murray’s and mine,
was lately come to Scotland; this gentleman was formerly an ensign
in Orkneys regiment, but becoming very infirm and valetudinary, he
left the service about some twenty years agoe, and lived closs at
London; he had no visible means of subsistance, yet after he recover’d
his health, he lived and spent at a considerable rate, ‘tho no body
could imagine how or from whence he was supplyd: he pretended and
was beleived to be very well affected to the King, and keept much in
company with the Tories, wherby | became well acquainted with him:
he wanted not parts nor a good share of assurance and cuning, and |
never heard of any further communication with him, than what passt
in common conversation with him, and toasting loyall healths over a
bottle* About a year or two befor the Queen’s death, his means of
subsistance seem’d to fail him, for he was thrown into prison for debt,
and remain’d there till she dyed, When all of a sudden he appear’d
every day at St. James’s. About the time of my writing to Mr*
Murray, he came to Edinburgh, well equipt in cloaths, servants™ and
horses, and his pockets were full of money; he took pains to gett
acquainted with the King’s friends, and dealt much with those of
yonger years, to whom he pretended much zeal and great trust in the
management of the King’s affairs, was fond and inquisitive to know
what was doing or could be done for him in Scotland, exhorted people
to exert themselves for him,. and assured them of assistance. As soon
as | understood that such was his behaviour at Edinburgh, I desired
my friends to be upon their guard, and | gave him an oportunity to
open his pack to me; he keept much on generals for a long time, at
length he told me, he was much trusted by the King’s friends in
England, particularly those who depended upon and keept a
correspondence in England, with the Duke of Ormond, and he would



answer for it, that wee should have 1 or 200000 pounds if that would
enable us to make an attempt for the King in Scotland. | took him up
very smartly, telling him | .beleived he wisht the King very well, but |
could not understand how he came to be lett so much into the secret,
that he knew | knew him too well to credit him, and | admir’d how he
imagin’d such storys would pass with me, without shewing some
credentials, and therfor | advised him to leave this place; for whatever
his intentions were, | could assure him he would find himself
disappointed: and indeed he took my advice, for not long after he
went off to England, and what became of him afterwards I kno" not;
but as his story was very suspicious, | judged it proper to let Mr.
Murray know of it, that the King might be on his guard, if he carried
on any bad designs, and applyd to him or any about him: and |
represented to Mr. Murray that as secrecy in all the Kings affairs was
of the utmost importance, especially such as came thro the canal of his
trustees, | desired such orders as should be transmitted to me might
come directly to my self, and not thro Captain Straitons hands,
because he was much faild of late and not so closs as formerly and is
still necessary, and that | observed he was jealous and not well
pleased that any person but himself was appointed sto correspond
directly with the King.

In my second letter to Mr. Murray | told him | Was inform’d by a
good hand from Paris, that Seaforth, Tullibarden, and Penmure,
having gdtt nottice of the powers granted by the King to his trustees,
were much displeased, and challenged Mar upon it; that His Grace
denyd having any hand in it, affirming it was a measure which came
originally from me, was proposed, in his absence, to the King by my
son at Rome, and supported by him (Mr. Murray). | told him | had
therupon writt a letter to a friend, who | knew would shew it to those
noble Lords, wherin, after mentioning what | had heard of this affair, |
said that people here were much surprized at the part the Kings
subjects acted abroad; that it was not enough that they mast quarrell
with one another, but even take upon them to judge of the King’s
measures, and approve or condemn as they listed; that as for the
measure they complain’d of, I own’d the part | acted in it, and if they
would allow themselves to reflect, they could not but approve of it;
but be that as it will, the King’s pleasure was enough to justify it, and
should be acquiesced in by all who profess themselves his subjects,
wheras repining and snarling at such steps as he thought fitt to take,
lookt somewhat too selfish and assuming, and could not fail to give
very odd impressions of them, whatever their professions or even
actions and sufferings had been on former occasions.



| proceeded then to tell Mr. Murray that | was directed by several of
the trustees, whom | named, to desire that he would entreat the King,
from them, to make no bones of laying any number or all of them
aside and supplying their rooms with others, if so be he perceived he
could therby gratify those who were capable and willing to serve him,
but were dissatisfy’d that others were preferr’d to them by the King,
and they would, by their respect and obedience to what ever persons
the King employ’d, make it appear that as they had no design in
accepting the honour he conferr’d upon them, but to doe him service,
they were as ready to be directed as to give directions in the King’s
affairs; but at the same time, if it was His Majesties pleasure to
continue his confidence in them, they would not decline his service
from any hazard they might be exposed to from his enemies, nor the
malice or envy of their own party.

To these two letters | had the following returns from the King
himself:

“March 4th, 1721."

“It was some time since, that | received yours of the 22d of
December to Murray, and as it required no speedy answer, and that |
have nothing material to inform you of, I did not press my self in
making a speedy return to it.

“Murray left this place some weeks agoe, and | think you doe him
but justice, in the good opinion you seem to have of him, as you doe it
to your self by your impartiall and just way of thinking in some
matters.

** | hope | shall soon be able to appoint a secretary to succeed Mar,
but on whosoever the choice falls, | can assure you, I my self shall be
the best friend your country can have.

“l am very glad Perth’s friends are satisfied with my way of
proceeding with relation to him. I have only in view the good of a
deserving family, and shall alwyse take it kindly of any who
contribute to it.

“I thank you very kindly for the light you gave me in relation to the
Scots bishops. There will be no occasion in haste of doing any thing in
that respect, but it is my intention in those matters alwyse to act in
concert with the bishops on the place, by which all inconveniencies
will be avoided.

" Received June 12, 1721.



“l see with concern that Scotland had a share in the common
calamity as to money matters, in which | am very glad to find you had
none.

“As to what you mention in relation to Mr. Osburn, it is fitt you
should know there is no such person employ’d by me, and | am pritty
sure he is not by Ormond. So that the knowledge yon have of that
person’s character and proceedings in Scotland can only determine
you as to the conduct which ought to be kept with him.

“A little jealousie in an old man is pardonable, and if that should be
the case of Straiton, you’l be much to be commended in bearing with
it; for there is no evill so great as any animosity or disunion amongst
my friends, and | am persuaded that Straiton is too reasonable to take
any umbrage at our private correspondence; for | must have to doe
with all sorts of people, and make use of all canals which may
contribute to the good of my service. | send this to Straiton, having no
other way of addressing to ybtf, but if you’l send me a private address
I shall make use of it.

“I am glad your son is come back safe to you: you have certainly
reason to be well satisfyd with him, and he has but to continue to
follow your example to make me so too. Pray say all that is kind to
him in my name; it will be a satisfaction to me to hear from you, when
your conveniencie can allow it, for | have all the regard imaginable
for your advice and opinion, and all the esteem and kindness for you,
which you so justly deserve.”

“March 15th, 1721."

“Yours of the 20th of January to Murray was communicated to me,
and | thank you for the account you gave me of a private family
concern, of which | had heard nothing before; such accounts of what
comes to your knowledge will alwyse be proper and convenient, but
neither you nor any other concern’d need be under the least
uneasiness upon the particular you mention. There are alwyse bussie
people, who, out of an itch to medle in bussiness, will be writing, and,
may be, often commenting on what they hear, and which is frequently
said without much view or reflection, and therfor the less people with
you ndttice such informations may be the better, further than to
communicate them to me, and to make proper use of such lights on
occasions. However, | am far from disapproving what you took care
should be communicated to Seaforth &c. on this subject, and there is
no doubt that it would be much the better for the common cause if all

" Received June 7, 1721.



concern’d had your disinterested way of thinking, and if they attended
more to its reall and solid advantage than to little personal views, "tho
| am apt to beleive in this particular, there has been more made of it,
than it deserves. Pray assure my friends whom you mention to me on
this occasion, how sensible | am of the message they sent me by your
canal, and how much it increases the good opinion I have of them; for
as to the measures you heard had been found fault with, | doe not see
any reason to change them, for | think they were taken on good
grounds.

“l doe not in the least doubt of the satisfaction my friefids with you
received on my late good fortune, which was the more pleasing to me,
that | hope sooner or latter they may feel the good effects of it.

“I hope this will come safe to you under James Cummings cover, to
whom | will continue to address to you, and if you send your letters to
me to William Dundass in Holland, directed to James Kelly, they will
come safe to my hand. My family continues very well, which is all |
have to say to you at present, it being but about a week since | wrote to
you. | am and ever shall be &c.”

I quickly communicated the contents of these letters to the trustees,
who were highly pleased with the honour of being so much in the
King’s esteem. | also acquainted the Bishops, of that paragraph in the
first letter which related to the Church, and they were ass well pleased
with the resolution the King had. taken; and this part of the letter was
afterwards of good use, when some difficultys occurr’d in
consecrating Mr. Freebairn, in which the King seem’d very earnest,
and took ill that it was so long delayd. In the first letter was inclosed
another design’d for the publick, that is, for the King’s friends in
general. | caused make coppys therof and dispersed them over all the
country, a coppy wherof is hereto subjoyn’d.

“March 4th, 1721.

“The increase of my family will, I am sure, have been agreeable
news to you, and | thank God they continue all in very good health; |
wish | had as comfortable an account to send you as to other matters,
for the present situation of Europe is such, that it is not possible to
form as yet any solid judgement of matters; | have many great and
true friends both in France and Spain, and as soon as it shall be
possible for these nations to think of forreign affairs, there is all the
reason to hope that one or t’other, if not both, will find it their oun
interest to befriend me, and in the mean time all means are useing to
make such friends effectually usefull on a proper juncture. It is a
melancholy thing to be alwyse preaching patience, but | hope a very



little more will serve, for it is not possible that affairs can long remain
in the violent situation they are in, and it is not, I think, flattering ones
self to beleive they will soon change for the better which is all I can
say on these matters, and pf ay communicate as much to my friends
with you, with many kind compliments in my name.”

In the year a bill was moved and past the House of Lords,
well known by the name of the Peerage Bill; the purport was to
restrain the Soveraign from cxerceing the unlimited power of creating
Peers of Great Britain or Lords of Parliament, and to suppress the
representation of the Scots Peerage by sixteen elected by themselves,
insteed wherof 25 Scots Peers (such as the Crown befor the
dissolution of that Parliament should nominate) were to be vested
with an hereditary right to them and their heirs to sit in Parliament. It
cannot but seem strange the Crown ever consented to such a measure,
seeing this restraint was g. very not table diminution of the
prerogative, and the election of sixteen Peers from Scotland seem’d to
be the only article of the Union from which the Crown received any
benefit, in regard the Soverain had a fair, nay almost a certain lay to
gelt such sixteen elected as he recommended, and their election
depending thus on his favour, served as an aweband over them when
elected, and hindered them from kicking out and entering into
measures disagreeable to him; and it appear’d to be as little the
interest of any Ministry or set of men in power, in so far as the
restraining the royal prerogative was a lessening of the means by
which they supported their interest against opposite factions.

For clearing of this matter wee must call to mind, that King George
knew little or nothing of his own personal interest or that of the
Crown, and that he was entirely managed and directed by the Earl of
Sunderland, who, at the same time, was powerfully supported by the
favourite and predominant German Ladys and Ministry; that this
noble Lord (and these his supporters) was at open war with the Prince,
who vowed and declared war against him if ever he came to the
Crown. And as Sunderland made no doubt of being able to maintain
his interest at Court during King George’s life, he did not stand in
need of recruits in the House of Lords to carry on his designs; and if
the Prince should survive his father, he reckon’d upon a great number,
so as to make a majority in the House, of his personal friends and such
others as were in no better terms with the Prince than himself; wherby
he would be in a condition to make a stand, if the then Soveraign was
restrain’d from having it in his power to ajtrenthen his interest by
reinforcements of new created Peers, and was deprived of his trustee
sixteen elected Scots Peers.



This bill mett with a vigurous opposition in the House of
Commons, and, to the great surprize and disappointment of the
Ministry, was thrown out. The Tories opposed it as being an essentiall
alteration of the Constitution, by raiseing the power of the present
Peerage too far above the influence of the Royall prerogative, and as it
was an open violation of the articles of the Union, concluding that if
this bill past, a precedent was laid down for subverting all or any part
of the parliamentary constitution, and unhingeing all or any of the
articles of the Union; and lastly that it was an indignity to the
Commons of Great Britain, in so far as they were therby debarr’d
from having such honours conferr’d upon them as the Soveraigne
thought they deserved. The Prince again, being well enough apprised
that he was struck at by this scheme, engaged all his friends and layd
out money in forming a party against it, and so it was thrown out by a
great majority. The behaviour of the sixteen Scots Peers in
concurring, nay zealously promotting a measure, which tended
directly to raise themselves (for they to be sure had all of them
assurance to be of the number of the elect) by striping their
constituents of their rights and priviledges, is not to be past by”™ but
always remembered to their infamy and disgrace.

At the time this affair was in agitation (because it was openly told
and certainly once design’d to renew the attempt in some subsequent
session of this Parliament, in so far as concern’d the Scots Peerage,
which they did not question of being able fo carry thorow) the King’s
friends in Scotland thought it a rare handle to spirit up the Peers and
raise in them a just resentment of the injustice and indignity design’d
against them and their familys. But it is scarce to be beleived what
little impression it made upon many, who, one would have imagin’d,
should have had the highest resentment, but were so simple and mean
spirited as to credit and be carryd off by the promises of being named
amongst the number of the happy five and twenty, so as to approve at
least not oppose the pernicious scandalous project. But, on the other
hand, such of the Peers as had the service of the King, or their own
and their family’s interest at heart, resolved openly to oppose it, and in
order therto signd and sent up addresses to the two Houses of
Parliament, asserting their right, and craving to be defended and
supported in the exercise therof; and this spirit continued for a
considerable time, when at length, by the Marquis of Annandale’s
death, they had an occasion to shew themselves. Betwixt the time of
this noble Lord’s death and the issueing a writt to elect one in his
room, a whole session of Parliament interveen’d, during which no
means were omitted to form a party and raise a spirit of opposition to



the Court, and the Torie and other Lords who were against the
Peerage Bill pitcht upon the Earl of Aberdeen. The first considered
him as a person well disposed towards the King, and all of them as
one of great capacity and knowledge, particularly in the laws and
constitution of the kingdom, and consequently most proper to oppose
all further attempts against their rights and priviledges. The Duke of
Argyle had of a long time affirm’d (very justly) that the Squadrone
had no great interest in Scotland if they were not supported by the
Court, and he proposed that he and they should be left to themselves,
and allow’d a fair tryall of their interest and power at the approaching
election, and therby make appear which had most to say in Scotland.
To this proposal the Ministry consented, and His Grace att first
endevoured to have the Duke of Douglas or Earl of Morton elected;
but perceiving that the Squadrone, since they could not prevail in
favours of one of their own stamp, rather than one recommended by
and attached to him should be elected would vote for and therby carry
Aberdeen, thought the next best course was to try if he could break
and divide the Tories amongst themselves. The particulars of Which
affair, and of a treaty soon after set on foot betwixt His Grace and the
Tories, being fully related in my following letter to the King, I need
not repeat the same but referr to the letter itself.

“June 15th, 1721.

“Sir—I received yours of the 15th of March and in a few days
therafter another bearing date the 4th of the same. What commands
you laid on me | have executed; and I can assure you all your friends
are extreamly well satisfyd with your conduct, and think themselves
very happy and highly indebted to you, that you are pleased to take the
affairs of Scotland under yovjr immediate care.

“l send this as you order to Mr. Dundass, and if you please to
address your letters to Mrs. Ann Mitchel, under cover to Mr. James
Gumming, they’l be convy’d to me. | am master of Straitons
numericall cypher, and will make some use therof in this as well as the
alphabeticall one by which our correspondence has been of late.

“As your curiosity leads you to know what is a doing here, | beleive
it will not be disagreeable to inform you of an affair that has made
some noise. After Annandale’s death, great pains were taken to spirit
up the Peers, from a necessity of shewing a resentment against the
Peerage Bill and other obvious causes. The Tories did resolve to set
up Aberdeen, as one in whom they could confide. Argyle finding he
could not carry one of his own dependants, because the Squadrone
would rather favour Aberdeen than any friend of his, thought the best



way he could take was to divide the Tories, and for that end made
choice of Eglington, and he (‘tho in the main a very honest man, and
without designing to follow Argyle in Parliament) was unluckily
prevaild with to accept of the invitation, by which means the Tories
were divided, and made not near so good a figure as they would
otherwyse have done and may alwyse doe, being more than able to
cast the ballance betwixt Argyle and the Squadrone, and therby oblige
some one of them to joyn in their measures at an election. However,
so many did stick togither as to doe the bussiness and carry Aberdeen.
The consequences to be dreaded of such a division were of more
moment than the thing it self; but it soon took a quite different turn,
for next day after it was over, a particular friend of Argyle’s came to
me and told me he was much surprized to find the Tories, and
particularly my self, did preferr one for whom the Squadrone votted,
to one recommended by Argyle. I answer’d that | alwyse preferr’d the
general interest to private views, and | was sure no service was done
to the Squadrone, seeing Aberdeen would heartiely oppose them and
was perhaps in Scotland the fittest man for it, ‘But,” added I, ‘if any
thing wrong is done it is Argyle’s fault: Why did he not offer terms to
the Tories?’ He replyd that was an omission, but he wanted to know if
the Tories would yet accept of them. | answer’d | could not tell
positively, but | thought they should and beleived they would; and
then he told me he was directed to ask the question at me, and desire |
would negotiate it. This | readily, undertook, and have made such
advances therin, that | beleive if there be a new Parliament the Tories
will have at least the half of the 16 Peers, and Argyles assistance
where Torie Commoners set up to be elected, seeing so far wee’r near
agreed, being what Argyle, as matters stand, must come into, or
succumb to the Squadrone. | also insisted that matters should be made
easie to those who were persecuted for the King’s sake, and that
Argyle should oppose the Peerage Bill, both which are ex-, pressly
agreed to. If matters can be adjusted thus, it cannot, | think, fail to
have good consequences, especially seeing it paves the way to make a
further progress with Argyle in higher matters, which I must own |
have much at heart on many accounts. In order to bring this scheme to
answer, and to avoid all future mistakes and divisions, a good number
of the Peers have solemnly engaged to stand by one another and in all
matters submitt to the opinion of the majority. These Peers are all
much in your interest, and it is more than probable they’l soon prove a
formidable body, and be able to rouse up a spirit towards
accomplishing matters of the greatest moment, in time and | was
particularly directed to acquaint you of this step, which its hoped you
will approve of. If the treaty with Argyle goes on, | believe I shall be



desired to goe soon to London to conclude it, which I will not decline,
and shall not fail to let you know the result.

“The Duke of Hamilton is lately come home, and I think resolved
to stay, especially if there is any prospect of the Parliaments being
dissolved, in which case he may be of great use; for the truth on’t is,
since his father’s death, your friends have sustain’d a very great
prejudice, by the want of one in an eminent station to appear at their
head and keep them togather, and for my part | can see none so fitt for
that work as His Grace. Tis true he’s yong and void of experience, but
I am much mistaken if he is not entirely honest and a zealous friend to
your interest, and it is obvious he wants neither spirit nor capacity.
Some of his father’s old friends have spoke very freely to him, and
given him their best advice; and as he promises, and | hope will follow
the same, | am fully persuaded he will make a great figure. But after
all, ‘iis necessary | acquaint you that wee find great difficultys in
reconciling the different humours of some persons with respect both
to the necessary concert, and giving the encouragement that is proper
to Hamilton, which | presume proceeds from envy and old family
picques, ‘tho these | hope will be removed in time, and give way to the
publick interest. However, in order therto some of your friends are of
opinion it would be of great service to the common cause, if you writ a
letter recommending unanimity amongst the Tories (which might take
its rise from your being inform’d of the late division in the matter of
the election) and at the same time another letter to the Duke to
encourage him in your service, in which case it is submitted to you,
how far you would think it proper to add him to the number of your
trustees, which 1 know he’ll be fond of. If you approve of this, you’l
be pleased to signify your orders therm to me in a letter by it self
(because all the papers relating therto are in my custody) which | shall
communicate to the Duke, and likwyse deliver the letter 40 him, if
you send it fly my canal. And here give me leave to add, that some are
likwyse of opinion you should signify in a letter to your trustees, or in
one to me to be communicated to them, that as you are well satisfyd of
the Duke’s good intentions” you desire that they would give him all
due encouragement, and support him in his endevours to advance
your service. This, wee think, would give him a right to interpose with
more autho” rity, where differences arise, and at the same time give
no just ground for others to think he assumes too much. | have taken
the liberty to express the terms in which such a message should be
sent, because their’s hazard in saying too much or too little.

“And now, whilst I am on this subject, allow me to mention Tom
Bruce, who lately, by his brother’s death, is become Earl of



Kincardine, whom in justice to your service and his merit | cannot
pass by. This gentlemans zeal and sufferings for your interest is well
known, and as | have been intimatly acquainted and corresponded
with him these riiany years, | can bear testimonie in a particular
manner to his indefatigable zeal, this last year, in forming that
unanimity which is so necessary for your service; and as he is very
well versed in the affairs and constitution of both England and
Scotland, and has a talent superior tomost people in drawing of
papers, | know no man so fitt to be employd in your affairs; so that his
being added to the number of your trustees will be of great use and
agreeable to the rest; but this | mention with all submission.

“l had almost forgott to tell you that, by the direction of your
friends here, | have writt to an old honest friend of mine at London,
proposeing that the English Tories should appoint one of their number
to correspond with the Scots Tories, that so they may understand one
another’s minds, and act in concert, and | hope in a little time to have
an agreeable return. | find a great many very hopefull that wee’l have
a new Parliament, and that the Torie interest will prevail, and in order
therto have some thoughts of applying to you that you would use your
interest with all your friends to take the oaths and vote at elections,
and some proceeded so far as to desire me to write to you in these
terms, which | told them I could not take upon me to doe. However |
thought fitt to let you know so much, and you’l consider how far it
will be convenient to signify your pleasure therin, that according
therto, the measure may be either advanced or suppresst.

“Upon the 10th of this month a parcell of boys, with more zeal than
prudence, gott togather, having whyte roses in their hats, near to the
Netherbow in the High Street of Edinburgh; a file of musketeers was
therupon sent for from the Cannongate guard, who, fireing up the
streets, killd a man and a woman accidentally passing by, and indeed
it was a wonder that many more were not killd, the streets being pritty
full of people at that time. ‘Tho this was done without any
provocation and contrary to all law, wee are not to expect any redress.

“l have nothing more to trouble you with at present, but to
communicate the great joy of your friends in hearing of the prospect
of your familys increasing, seeing it cannot fail to be much to your
satisfaction, and will in all probability turn to a good account. |
conclud with the most unfeignd assurance of being to the utmost of
my capacity

“Your &c.”



To this letter | received the following return” from the King.
“August 4th, 1721.

“Yours of the 10th of June came safe to my hand, and | thank you
very kindly for the particular accounts you give me in it. Il is true |
was not a little concern’d at there having been on a late occasion some
disunion amongst our friends, but ‘tho they were of different,
opinions, | am persuaded they all meant and acted for the best, and at
the next elections | hope Eglington will be unanimously elected, for
without any compliment to you, | have a particular regard to his worth
and merit. It is much to be wisht that our friends may guard against
any divisions amongst themselves for the future, for it is plain they
can doe much if united, and that the contrary must greatly prejudice
the common cause.

“I think very good use may be made of the transaction you mention
in relation to Argyle, and it is very necessary that wee should draw all
the advantage from it that wee can, but still proceed with such caution,
as to be no lossers in the matter, if wee gain nothing by it. This
negotiation will also give you naturally some opportunity of speaking
with that Duke on matters of greater importance, and if he once enters
into any sort of union with my friends, he may, at long run and by
degrees, be insensibly engaged in my cause, altho’ at present he
should only be moved by private interest or picque, and | doe not see
any thing can so much contribute to bring this about, as the
engagements of union which you mention that some of the Peers have
entered into.

“l am well inform’d of Hamilton’s spirit and capacity, and well
assured of his good will towards me; and the credit and interest his
family has long had in his own country must naturaly induce my
friends to have the deference and regard for him, which he deserves
and my service requires. A few days befor | received your letter, | had
writt one to your part of the world recommending unity amongst my
friends, of which you will ho doubt be inform’d, and you will find
here inclosed a letter from me to Hamilton. As to his being added to
the numbher of trustees, what is here said on the matter and what | here
write to himself, answers that end effectually.

“l send you here a letter to Kincardine, with whose zeal and
capacity | have been long acquainted, and what | say to him will
authorize him to act in concert with the other trustees, for | am
unwilling to add any more to their number, in any formal manner, to

" Received 28 Sept. 1721.



avoid disgusting others that might pretend to have the like done for
them. It is perfectly right done to endevour to settle an union and a
correspondence betwixt the Scots and English Tories, and | am
persuaded both of them know their interest too well, not to enter
readily into it.

“l wish the poor people you mention to have been so maltreated
had been as prudent as zealous, for it afflicts me to think that people
should suffer so much, and for what does no reall good to the cause.

“As to our affairs on this side of the sea, all |1 need say is that
nothing is neglected by me nor those employd by me, to enable us all
to protitt of the present conjuncture, for | am very sensible wee can
never have a more favourable one. | would fain hope my endevours
will not alwyse prove unsuccessfull, and in the mean time | depend on
the zeal and readiness of friends with you on all occasions, and
earnestly recommend union to them, as the most necessary
preparation for whatever may happen; their in<terest and wellfare is
what | have mainly at heart, and they may be assured that | shall ever
have the most tender concern and regard for them. You will I know
make the proper use of the contents of this letter, in saying also to my
friends all that is kind in my name.

“Our new landlord is very kind to us, and my family continues,
thank God, in very good health, and wee are now a few miles out of
toun for the rest of the summer. | beleive | have tyred you with this
long letter, and so shall conclude with many kind compliments to your
son, and with the assurance of my particular confidence in and
kindness for you, which your constant application to whatever may
promote my service, so justly deserves.”

The King in this letter appears fond of the negotiation which | had
represented as being pritty far advanced, and seeing the event did not
answer, it will not be amiss here once for all to take nottica that the
above mention’d treaty carried on by me, and other treaties managed
by Mr. Maul, with some of Argyle’s friends, were keept on foot till
the time that the election of a new Parliament approached, when the
Ministry, however otherwyse divided, thought it necessary to use
their joy nt authority to oblige Argyle and the Squadrone to unite their
interests in the election of the sixteen Scots Peers; and in order therto
a list was made up at Court, which they were required to support with
their united interest, and admitt of no alteration whatsoever, which
Argyle submitted to at last, being affraid to provoke the Ministry; but
had he been master of so much resolution as to have embarked with
the Tories, he might have made a clean house of the Squadrone, and



been able by his own interest, supported by the Tories, to have forced
good terms from the Court. After what manner the intrigues were
carried on with a view to the said election will appear from my letters
to the King, which were so full that any other account is unnecessary.

Betwixt the time of the Earl of Aberdeen’s being elected and the
ensuing election of Parliament, Captain Alexander Urquart came to
Scotland. This gentleman was possesst of a small fortune in the north
of Scotland, had served most of his time in the army, and at lenth gott
himself chosen to represent one of the northern districts of burrows in
Parliament. He had a very fair character, and ‘tho he never was in any
station to make a figure or be of great use, he professt a great zeal for
the King’s service, and on being a Parliament man joyn’d with the
Tories. He dealt much in the Stocks and made an immense estate
during the South-Sea infatuation, but neglected to sell out in time and
preserve it: however whilst he was possesst of these imaginary riches,
he told sevrall of his freinds, of his intention to give a substantiall
proof of his loyal tie, by remitting 5000I. to the King; but before he
]>erformd it, the South-Sea scheme was demolished and he under an
incapacity of making good his design. Whilst he sat in Parliament he
found means to be well known to the Earl of Sunderland, who made
professions to him of inclinations towards the King; whither the